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‘The State Needs to Wake

Up to the Potential of

Irish Fishing

The Chief Executive of one of the country’s leading fish processing
companies has urged the Government to “wake up” and realise the
potential of the Irish fishing and seafood industry.

In an interview with the MARINE
TIMES Denis Good, Founder and Chair-
man of the Good Fish Company, says that
“the CFP is dead following Brexit” and that
this “provides an opportunity to correct the
mistake made when Irish fishing rights were
given away.”

He also refers to the lack of inspection
and monitoring of “thousands of lorries
leaving Ireland every year for the Conti-
nent” with fish caught in Irish waters that
bring no benefit to Ireland or the country’s
economy.

Mr. Good says that the State must fight
harder in Europe to get better quotas for
Irish fishermen.

This follows a similar point made by
the Chief Executive of the Castletownbere
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Fishermen’s Co-op, John Nolan, in last
month’s MARINE TIMES interview, who
said that he found it hard to accept the fail-
ure of the Irish government to fight hard
for Ireland in European negotiations.

There has been a strong, supportive
response to Mr. Nolan’s interview.

Denis Good has urged the State “es-
pecially the Department of the Marine,
through BIM and the SFPA — and the SFPA
needs to stand up a bit more in this -- to
realise the potential there is in the fishing
industry. The worry I have is that, if the
State continues the policy of not fighting
strongly on behalf of the Irish industry in
Europe, then it will go backwards.”

Read the interview with
Denis Good on Page 16
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the fine Art

of Marine Finance
by Art Kavanagh

We have more restrictive rules governing
the Industry. We certainly have more regu-
lation and “Policing”.

Despite everything - the industry keeps
its head up without any real financial or
moral support from the Government despite
not having marched on Kildare Street,
blocked the city or prevented tax paying
workers from going to work.

Are we missing something here lads?

I have previously suggested that all
of those TDs new and old claiming to
represent coastal and fishing commu-
nities should at least form an ‘Informal

e

Maybe It’s Time to Reset the Compass??

Since our last edition we have had an Election which may or may not give us
a ‘New Minister’ who I suspect will approach the job with a mistaken confi-
dence that he can make things better. They all do but when we look back at
our last 4 or 5 Ministers can we say that things have improved? All the new
Ministers thought they were in Charge - God help them!

Grouping’ to at least examine the oper-
ational difficulties being experienced by
the industry with a view to making some
suggestions as to how things might be
improved.

I am not suggesting that all regulation
should be abandoned or that we should
promote the equivalent of abandoning the
Drink Driving Laws — but we are looking at
an industry which in recent years has been
self propagating and which does positively
contribute to the State Coffers without con-
stant financial support or subsidy.

Lads - if this was a private industry being
managed in the way the fishing sector is

. estern Chieftai towing for Scad. Photo by Tommy Dirrane

someone would have been fired!!!

It is the only industry in the country
effectively being managed by the State who
have very little stake in it apart from ruling
the roost.

The ‘Tail Wagging the Dog’ might be a
suitable anecdote.

Oh how we wish that just once a Statuto-
ry Instrument from the Department would
be greeted with a “hurrah” rather than the
dismay which accompanies most pro-
nouncements.

I really believe that it might be easier to
be a Drug Dealer than a Fisherman in Ire-
land. Certainly there would be less attention
by the State on you!!!

I don’t fully understand the Certifi-
cation requirements for fishermen but I
hear that some certification is now being
requested which is directed more at
Seafarers (Commercial Seafarers) than
at Fishermen.

That is fine if other rules applicable to
seafarers can apply to fishermen - like the
Seafarers Tax Allowance.

A “Seafarer” based on spending 161
days at sea has a Tax Allowance of €6350
against his or her income for Seafaring. A
Fisherman spending 161 days at sea quali-
fies for €1270. Maybe we should all claim
to be Seafarers???

Check with your accountants when
having your Tax Returns done this year to
make sure you are missing nothing. Your
wages are hard earned hold on to as much
of them as you can.

I have been watching with interest the
excellent BBC Documentary about the
Cornish Fishing Industry which culmi-
nated on 18th February.

So much in common with us lads up to
and including the disadvantages we bring
upon ourselves due to lack of unity. From
that documentary we were reminded on
the ancillary industries which feed off the
fishing industry:-

We have Netmakers, Ship Builders, Fuel
Suppliers, Transport Companies and
Processing Workers and Factories, and of
course Fisheries Officers.

A huge overall pool but nobody men-
tioned that there is only one group of people

risking their asses to collect the Raw Mate-
rial for all of these Ancillary Industries ....
the brave men who go to sea!

As we sit behind our various warm
and safe desks let’s remember that - espe-
cially those of us who are sitting waiting
to challenge the Skippers as they arrive
back from up to 21 days at sea. Before
you go to the piers maybe you should
have a look in the mirror and think

the knowledge that your salary will be
safely lodged in your account one way or
another.

One group of us occupying desks are in
the Banks who are making life very difficult
and [ have come across a couple of instanc-
es in the past few months which have been
terrifying in the lack of knowledge and
understanding of our industry which they
displayed.

I am forced to believe that they maybe
should not be claiming any interest in doing
business with the sector on any realistic ba-
sis..... I don’t want to go into that because
it annoys me too much.

I believe that the Brexit situation will be
OK- if not at least because of the combined
efforts of the European Fleet but from the
Cornish Programme I can see the opportu-
nity they believe would arise by exiting the
CFP.

If the Fishing Rights are pooled within
the overall Trade Deal we will be fine.

We need an overall review or examina-
tion of the industry like the Cawley Report
in 2006 which was titled “Charting a New
Course.”

I think implementation of the many
excellent suggestions in that Report may
not have been fully completed and I suggest
that we need to establish why?

“Charting a New Course” was an
excellent title and maybe we should set the
Compass again and have another look at
doing whatever is necessary to exploit the
advantages we have and to best use all of
the improvements which have been made
in the past 14 years in the catching and
processing sectors.

Stay safe everyone and we might meet

up in Limerick. I will not have a stand
but will be there

Trawlsensor defective?

Troldbjergvej 14
6960 Hvide Sande
Denmark

BESRAD Aps

We specialize in service and repair
of all types of trawlsensors

TRAWLSENSOR SERVICE

99  We repair
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No cure-nopay!

+45 97 31 20 28
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BIM New Fishermen Scheme
Need help with your Grant and Bank Applications?

]
— Art Kavanagh ara
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National Fisheries College of Ireland

Skipper Full
- 14 April-17 June, NFC Castletownbere
- 14 April-12 June, MNFC Greencastle

Navigation Control Courses (Fishing)
- 22 June-03 July, NFC Castletownbere
— 22 June-03 July, NFC Greencastle

Marine Engineering Pracesses (3 weeks)
- 11-29 May, NFC Castletownbere

Enhanced Safety Training (Under 15m)
- 03 March, NFC Greencastle
- 18 March, MNFC Castletownbere
- 08 April, NFC Castletownbere
— 05 May, NFC Greencastle
Basic Safety Training
- 03-05 March, CTUL,
contact 0B7-683 7134, Inismaor
- 09-11 March, MFC Greencastle
- 10-12 March, NFC Castletownbere
- 10-12 March, CTU1,
contact 087-683 7134, Galway
- 24-26 March CTU1,
contact 0B7-683 7134, Kilrush

Schedule March 2020

14-16 April, NFC Castletownbere
20-22 April, MFC Greencastle
12-14 May, NFC Castletownbere
18-20 May, NFC Greencastle
02-11 June, NFC Castletownbers
29 June-01 July, NFC Greencastle
- 07-09 July, MNFC Castletownbere
13-15 July, NFC Greencastle

Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting (3-day)
- 01-03 April, NFC Castletownbere

- 06-08 April, NFC Greencastle

- 02-04 June, NFC Castletownbere
Advanced Fire Fighting (5-day)

- 18-22 May, NFC Castletownbere

- 06-10 July, NFC Greencastle

Medical First Aid Aboard Ship
- 01-03 April, NFC Greencastle
- 06-08 April, WFZ Castletownbere

GMDSS General Operators Certificate
- 08-24 April, NFC Castletownbere
- 14-28 April, NFC Greencastle

chural and An Roinn Talmhaiochta, % EUROPE AN UNION
Bia agus Mara * *
L } : " * * This measure is par-finan ced
Department ong_nculrure, i . S by the European Marilime
and tha Eurepaan Union Food and the Marine and Fisheries Fund

Ireland’s
Seafood
Development
Agency

GMDSS Short Range Radio Proficiency

(Modules 1 & 2)

- 04-06 March, NFC Greencastle

- 30 March-02 April, CTUL, Killybegs Co. Donegal,
contact 087 6837134

- 06-08 April, CTUL, Kilrush Co. Clare,
contact 087 bE37134

- 16-18 June, NFC Greencastle

QQI Level 6 Commercial Scuba Diver
- 24 February-20 March, [pre-week medical course
17-21 February), NFC Castletownbere

Surface Supplied Diver (3 weeks)

- 30 March-24 April, MFC Castletownbere
Passenger Boat Proficiency

- 20-24 April, NFC Castletownbere

- 22-26 June, NFC Castletownbere

NFC Greencastle +353 74938 1068

NFC Castletownbere +353 27 71230

To confirm the maobile training schedule on the west
coast please contact 087 6837134 and on the east
coast call 087 2334620 Funding for the course fee may
be avallable through BIM's Seafood Training Scheme.

www.bim.ie
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Prawn Case Seems Set for European Court

The Supreme Court heard further legal submissions in February about the
ongoing Porcupine Bank Dublin Bay Prawn fishery case. These concerned aspects
and information sought by the Court Judges in relation to making a decision
about whether the case will be referred to the European Court of Justice.

As this issue of the MARINE TIMES
went to print it was understood that further
submissions were being prepared to be
made by both sides in the case in response
to requests by the Supreme Court.

This paper was told by a fishing indus-
try source close to the case that no definite
decision had been made.

“There is nothing definite and nothing
can be taken for granted, but it is likely that
the case will be referred to the European
Court.”

s"j&;_-‘_.. ; " | / ‘

A picture of the crew of the Girl Stephanie taken during a trip fishing blue w

The Supreme Court had previously
allowed an appeal against a High Court
decision in favour of the Authority over its
introduction of “time spent” methodology
to assess catches made in the area when
fishing, rejecting logbook returns.

The dispute at the Porcupine Bank
Dublin Bay Prawn fishery dates back to
2017 when the SFPA told the Minister for
the Marine that they could no longer rely on
Log Books to certify catches. The Authority
maintained that considerably more catches

hiting

on the Porcupine Banks featuring Mike Dillane, Tomas Conneely, Conal “Carrots”
McBrearty, Martin “Elvis” Murrin, John Paul Flaherty. Photo by Thomas Dirrane.

had been made than recorded. With resul-
tant closure of the area, prawn boat losses
were claimed to be up to €6m.

Fishermen Pat Fitzpatrick and Michael
Flannery were agreed applicants in the High
Court case after fish producer organisations
decided that legal action would have to be
taken to determine the matter.

When the High Court held with the SFPA
and its advice to the Minister, the fishing
industry response was to seek a “leapfrog”
from the judgement to a Supreme Court
hearing of the issues.

This opened up the issue again.
The case raises several legal issues.

The appeal to the Supreme Court was
lodged on behalf of the two Irish fishermen
who lost the case they had taken against the
Minister for Agriculture Food and Marine
and the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority
(SFPA) in the High Court. This involved
the description of the SFPA changes as a
new, obscure system used by the SFPA to
determine how much prawns any particular
vessel had caught in a specific location.
The fishermen challenged the methodolo-
gy used by the SFPA to assess the catches
of prawns from the Porcupine Bank, but
lost their case. In that High Court case, the
fishermen were accused of under-reporting,
in their electronic fishing logs, the amount
of prawns actually caught in Functional
Unit Area 16. The SFPA said that this was

a serious problem. After receiving advice
from the SFPA that, according to their new
method of calculation, that section of the
Porcupine Bank was being over-fished,
Minister Michael Creed issued a closure
order in November 2017 to Area 16. Fisher-
men maintained that this resulted in the loss
of some six hundred tonnes of catch to Irish
fishing vessels, estimated to be worth in
excess of €6 million Euros. The High Court
found in favour of the State.

Subsequent to the loss of the case in the
High Court the fishing industry’s claim was
that the SFPA and the Minister failed to
point out where in law and in particular un-
der the control regulation they were allowed
to do what was described as *make up the
data and alter fishermen’s log books.”

The Supreme Court accepted the fishing
industry’s appeal from the High Court deci-
sions as a matter of public importance and
sought further submissions in relation to
whether to make a referral to the European
Court of Justice.

The case was raised again at the Su-
preme Court last month when further sub-
missions were made by both sides. These
will be considered further, it is understood
and other points that were also mentioned
are to be addressed.

There is no final decision on a referral to
Europe, but indications are that a referral
appears the most likely outcome.

Help for Scotland’s Exporters of Live Brown Crab

In stark contrast to the apathy shown by the Irish government, a sup-
port package for Scotland’s crab export market has been unveiled after
the sector lost its market access the Chinese markets.

The Chinese Government increased
control measures for the import of live
brown crab due to on-going concerns about
the levels of cadmium, a widely occurring
heavy metal which is found in many ev-
ery-day foodstuffs.

Chinese standards and testing regime
differ from the EU regulations. EU regu-
lations only cover ‘white meat” which is
the main edible element for consumers —
however the law in China covers all edible
parts including brown meat which contains
higher levels of cadmium. In common with
other crustacean species, brown crab under-
goes a process of moulting - they cast their
outer shell to allow an increase in body size
followed by the hardening of a new shell.
Many chemicals such as calcium, magne-
sium and silicates, the essential components
of shell building, occur naturally in all sea-
water, as does cadmium which crustaceans
do not require. The superfluous cadmium
is “stored” in an inert chemical format by
the hepato-pancreas, the so called “brown
meat” found in the crab back.

The UK accounts for 90% of live brown
crab imports to China and 50% of these
are from Scotland — totalling £16 million a
year.

In a statement, fisheries secretary Fergus
Ewing said, “With the Chinese Government
increasing its control measures around the
import of live brown crab, the sector is
reaching a critical situation. We are working

closely with the UK Government to find a
resolution with the Chinese Government,
but it is a complex situation that is taking
time to resolve. Following consultation
with key stakeholders and our enterprise
agencies, [ am unveiling a package of mea-
sures to support this vital coastal industry
to seek alternative markets. This includes
providing funding for businesses to attend
key international trade shows, access to a
bespoke ‘showcasing Scotland’ space at
these shows, and the facilitation of meet
the buyer events, including supporting an
inward mission to Scotland for international
buyers. The aim is to create more export
opportunities to more countries.

“Many of the affected businesses diver-
sified into the Chinese market due to the un-
certainties around Brexit and future access
to the EU market. It is only right therefore
that we seek to support them through this
very challenging time, as we continue to
work to find a resolution.”

Irish crab exporters are also suffering
the same fate as their Scottish neighbours
and are unable to gain access to the Chi-
nese markets. Ireland’s exports of brown
crab to China have grown exponentially
in recent years and were worth almost
€16.5 million in 2018. An estimated 700+
vessels are involved in catching brown
crab all around the Irish coast.

To date, no support package has been
announced to assist Irish crab exporters.
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Tuna CHART 2020 - Bluefin Tuna Scientific
Catch-Tag-and-Release Angling Fishery 2020

Successful data collection in 2020 fishery
will underpin potential for future years

Atlantic bluefin tuna, the largest tuna in the world, frequent Irish
coastal waters to feed during its annual migration through North
Atlantic waters. The bluefin tuna is prized by sea anglers for its power
and fighting ability and is a very valuable commercial species.

Building on the success of the Tuna
CHART (CatcH And Release Tagging)
pilot programme of 2019, a bluefin tuna
scientific catch and release fishery for
Ireland will operate in 2020. Depending on
the successful operation and review of this
year’s fishery, it is intended that a scientific
catch and release fishery may also operate
in 2021 and 2022.

In 2020 a maximum of 25 authorisations
may be granted to qualifying angling
charter vessel skippers around the Irish
coast. This scientific catch and release
fishery will open on the 1* July and close
on the 12" November, without exception.

The Tuna CHART programme is
a collaborative scientific programme
between Inland Fisheries Ireland and the
Marine Institute in partnership with the
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the

Marine (DAFM) and the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and
Environment (DCCAE).

In 2019, the Tuna CHART pilot
programme authorised 15 charter skippers
to operate a scientific fishery, in which
anglers participated fully, to catch, tag and
release bluefin tuna. These professional
skippers were trained to tag, measure and
record bluefin data and over the course of
the 2019 three month season, 219 bluefin
tuna were caught, tagged and released. As
many as eight bluefin were tagged on one
fishing trip. All tuna were carefully handled
subject to strict guidelines set by the Tuna
CHART programme and all were released
alive. Data from the tagging programme
are being collated by the partnership for
reporting to the International Commission
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna
(ICCAT).

A call for applications for the 2020
fishing season was announced on 18"
February 2020 and the last date for the
receipt of a completed application will
be 13:00 on the 6™ March. Applications
can be made at www.fisheriesireland.ie/
bluefin

The core aspect of the Tuna CHART
programme is the welfare and successtul
release of the bluefin tuna. Authorised
skippers will be required to have high
specification rods, reels and line in advance
of the open season in order to bring the
fish alongside in a timely manner. Data
collection for scientific research is the

Please visit us at stand no.93 at the Irish Skipper Expo. > =~
on 13t'l_p_ & 14th March, UL Arena, Limerick °

Providing a nationwide service to the Irish fishing _i_ndL'lstry for over 30 yea
For All Your Marine Insurance Needs

Block A3, Nutgrove Office Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14
Tel: +353 1 2051405 » Web: www.ddinsurances.ie
Email: info@ddinsurances.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd. is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

| primary purpose of this fishery and will

continue to be a key requirement for skipper
participation in this scientific catch-and-
release fishery. Skippers will be required to
collect data on every bluefin trip undertaken
and each bluefin tuna they catch, tag and
release.

Anglers will have an opportunity to
participate in this fishery and contribute to
this important scientific study by chartering
and fishing from authorised vessels only.
Unauthorised vessels are not permitted
to target or catch bluefin tuna and any

unauthorised person found to be targeting
| bluefin tuna will be prosecuted.

—

Is.



PAGE 6 » Marine Times Newspaper - March 2020

Visit www.marinetimes.ie for Regular News Updates

MARINE TIMES

NEWSPAPER FOR IRELAND’S FisHING, MARINE AND CoAsTAL COMMUNITIES

Editor: Mark Mc Carthy
T: 074 9736899 E: editor@marinetimes.ie

and media circles — ‘change’ and ‘reality’.

Though with different meanings they can be enjoined
with each other, as in — The ‘Reality” of ‘Change’.

To make changes and reform what already applies re-
quires serious, new ways of thinking and leadership to break
established moulds.

There has been little discussion about applying this
approach to the Irish fishing industry. That is not surprising
when none of the Irish political parties gave the marine or
fishing industries or the coastal communities priority in their
election manifestos.

That again underlined what this newspaper has high-
lighted several times — the fishing industry does not make
its case strongly in public. The lack of a single, focussed
voice for the industry has always been a major drawback.
The MARINE TIMES provides such a voice, from opinion
garnered through extensive contacts in the industry.

Brexit did not feature as an issue of major concern
amongst the electorate, but now that the UK’s break with
the EU has become reality, what is left are negotiations
about subsequent changes in the former relationship that
will be caused by this separation. The electorate’s disinterest
in Brexit will find a difficult reality when its effects impact
the Irish economy.

For the fishing industry this is a
vitally important issue. So far the Irish
Government has placed dependency
for a positive result on the outcome
of trade negotiations, indicating that
fisheries would be a major component.
While increasing acceptance in the UK
industry is becoming apparent that some |
degree of fishing access will have to be
conceded to its waters, there is another
aspect that the Irish government should
be advancing.

The Common Fisheries Policy, which
has not been good to Ireland, should <
now be open to review. Originally intro-
duced by the then Common Market in
1970, before Ireland became a member,
Irish Government Ministers and officials |
failed Ireland. They gave away vast fish- "
ing rights of huge economic value. As
a result Ireland has contributed billions
of Euros to EU funds through catches
of fish taken from its waters by non-
Irish vessels. This has not been properly
acknowledged either by the Irish State or

the EU. i
ermen work in!

Change and Reality

Two words have dominated post-General Election discussion, in public, political

Show Respect! Yet another stun-
ning photo from John Roberts of
the environment in which our fish-

Deputy Editor: Tom MacSweeney

T: 087-2555197 E: tommacsweeneymarine@gmail.com

The Irish government again failed to get the CFP re-
vised in favour of Irish fishermen in 2014.

The EU describes the policy as “decentralising deci-
sion-making” but in reality, it is a centralisation made to
the benefit of the bigger, more powerful nations.

In Ireland’s situation the EU claim that the policy
“gives all European fishing fleets equal access to EU wa-
ters and fishing grounds and allows fishermen to compete
fairly,” is not correct.

The policy discriminates against Irish fishermen in
their own waters, as is repeatedly complained of by the
Irish industry.

There is an onus on the Irish government, of whatever
hue is finally decided in the political talks which are still
on-going, to achieve a better deal for Irish fishermen.
Following Brexit there should be revision of the basics of
the policy.

As outlined in this paper last month by a leading figure
in the catching sector of the industry, there is now an
opportunity to do so. The Managing Director of the Irish
South and West Fishermen’s Organisation, John Nolan,
called for “thinking outside the box™ to achieve a better
EU fisheries deal for Ireland. He
pointed out that if the EU is really
a ‘community’ of nations, then the
~ wrongs done to Ireland when it joined
| the EU should be righted.

In this month’s edition another

~ major industry figure, this time from
the processing sector, Denis Good,

- Founder and Chairman of The Good
Fish Company, says that the “State
needs to wake up to the fact that the
CFP is dead following Brexit, which
provides an opportunity to correct the
mistake made when Irish fishing rights
were given away.”

These are just two of many voices

~ in the industry calling for the Gov-
ernment to ensure a change in the dis-
- crimination of the EU against the Irish
" fishing industry has been subjected at
EU level.

We urge the Government to act
positively and strongly in support of
the fishing industry. Achieving change
would result in considerable economic
benefit for Ireland.

Noel Mc Donagh RIP

We here at Lost at Sea Tragedies are deeply
saddened by the passing of our dear friend and
founder Noel Mc Donagh. Noel from Coxtown,
Dunmore East passed away on Thursday,
January 30™. He was the beloved husband of
Phyllis and much loved father of Shane, Gary,
Gavin, Ronan, Cian and Réisin.

Having started his career as a fisherman Noel
was well aware of the perils of the fishing industry,
highlighting the wrongs within, with no hesitation.
In 2013 he founded the charity Lost At Sea Tragedies
(LAST) after the tragic loss of the Bolger brothers
from Passage East. His aim was to support families
emotionally and financially and also to promote safety
at sea, something he came to realise was missing
throughout the Fishing Industry.

Noel became a Lifetime Honorary President when he
handed the charity over to new trustees from the fishing
community in 2017. He worked very hard for the fishing
community and for everything to do with the sea and
for people connected with the sea, but also numerous
other ventures, local groups, organisations, clubs and
societies.

There is no doubt Noel was inspirational and very
passionate about all his work but also encouraging while
educating and sharing his wisdom and skills.

We must pay tribute to the incredible legacy left be-
hind by the passing of Noel who single handedly devel-
oped a care and support structure for the fishing families
affected by the deaths of their loved ones through LAST.

Dear Editor,

I would be grateful if you would kindly allow
our few lines on the death of our colleague and
friend, on the untimely passing of Noel McDonagh.

[ am writing on behalf of the Chairpersons of Fish-
eries Local Action Groups of Ireland and all flag board
members around Ireland, whom got to know Noel over
the past number of years where Noel played a passionate
and dedicated part as Chairman of FLAG South East,
and on the national committee of the European Maritime
Fisheries Fund, where he left no stone unturned in his
drive to improve funding and resources from both state
and EU for fishing communities not only in the South
East but around the coast .

We would like to offer our sincere condolences to
his wife Phyllis and his five sons Shane, Gary, Gavin,
Ronan & Cian and daughter Roisin, and his grandchil-
dren, to his many friends in Dunmore East and around
the coast we say slan to a true gentleman and son of the
sea.

Noel may you have a pleasant rolling sea and a gentle
breeze until you drop anchor in the harbour of dreams.

Slan a Chara! Kevin Flannery, Dingle.
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Joint NIFA / NIFO Statement on Seal Related Protests,
February 1st, 2020, Dingle, Co. Kerry

February 1st saw two separate protests in Dingle, Co. Kerry. The first we
understand, was organised by the Party for Animal Welfare, in response to
local calls for a seal cull. A second counter protest organised by local Fish-
ers, (Including some of our members) was held to highlight the impact of
seal fisheries interactions have on their livelihoods. These protests demon-
strate one thing clearly, when society must resort to protest, the State and
the democratic process has failed society.

These protests, demonstrate a failure on
the state in terms of dealing with the issue
of seal fishery interactions. In particular
Inshore fishing communities have been
failed on this issue, repeated calls by Fish-
ers (borne mostly out of frustration) for
seal culls, for approximately two decades
now, demonstrate that. In that time the
state and the various elected representa-
tives responsible, have failed on this issue.

There is no doubt that seal fisheries
interactions have fundamentally changed
Irelands Inshore fishing sector over the
last number of decades. Anyone that is
objective and familiar with these commu-
nities will attest to this. Those involved
in the sector would agree that this change
has been negative. Traditional, low impact
fishing methods, such as fishing with
small static nets and hooks and lines are
no longer economically viable to many
operators. This isn’t because of Super
trawlers, or lack of quota, or EU mem-
bership, it’s because of the damage seals
do to fish already caught in these nets or
lines. Many operators have diversified
out of these fisheries into other fisheries
such as potting and dredging, which may
indeed be unsustainable, from an eco-
nomic and environmental perspective, at
its current scale. Some have diversified
out of fishing completely, which in many
instances has required them to leave our
coastal communities, where year-round
employment opportunities are limited. De-
spite what some may say, diversification
is not a sustainable option for the entire
Inshore Fishing sector or the communities
it supports.

Seal/Fisheries interactions and various
opinions on them have featured regularly
in the media this year. Fishers threatening
illegal culls have been widely reported
by the media. It is unfortunate that it took
these threats to get mainstream media
attention. While we certainly do not con-
done these threats, (or any illegal activity
for that matter), we do empathise with the
frustration behind them. This frustration is
bourn out of decades of failure, failure to
look at the issue in an open and pragmat-
ic manner. Typical with many issues at
election time, various interests have tried
to dominate the issue to further their own
agenda. From aspiring politicians from
within the conservation movement, who
draw, populist, connections to “Super-
tralwlers” to aspiring politicians from
the right who cite EU membership as the
driver behind these issues. These interests
are also failing both the seals and fishing
communities. They do nothing but distract
from the real issues regarding Seal Fisher-
ies Interactions. Seal Fisheries interactions
are complex. Credit is due to the handful

of politicians that have tried to highlight
the issue, a “taboo™ one politically, in a
pragmatic manner. Many issues involved
are separate, with some interconnected.
They include the impact an increasing seal
population is having on fish stocks and bio
diversity, but separately, and more impor-
tantly to our members, the direct impact
seal depredation on fish already caught

in nets and on lines, is having on the
economic viability of our members. These
issues need to be considered separately
and pragmatically if the failure described
above is to end.

In 2015, the state developed “Deer
Management in Ireland, A framework for
Action” and have been implementing the
same since. Our members ask why similar
can’t be done for Seals? If the protected
status of Seals prohibits this, why can’t
that protected status be reviewed? It was
granted under conditions that have long
since changed. To those that would oppose
such a review, we would ask what have
you to fear? If protected status is still war-
ranted then any review will demonstrate
that. If it is because the seal population is
migratory, and does not respect terrestrial
borders, then why can’t the State seek
a transnational management approach?
We understand from our fellow small
scale Fishers around Europe, indeed even
around the North Atlantic, that they now
find themselves in a similar situation, to
that which our members do. The state
has a responsibility to its citizens and the
environment, a responsibility towards both
fishing communities and seals. If we are
to end this failure described above, we
need to look at the issues that led to these
protests openly and pragmatically. Despite
doing so for years previous, it seems seals
and Inshore fishing communities, can
no longer co-exist. We feel management
might correct that. We feel it’s the only
way of achieving a balance that might al-
low that co-existence. If the state can’t en-
tertain that idea then it has a responsibility
to our fishing communities to explain why,
and offer a solution to those in that sector
that can no longer sustain a livelihood.

With the formation of a new govern-
ment imminent we call on whoever will
be involved to end this failure and put a
process in place to allow these issues be
addressed. Live up to your responsibilities
and have the decency to allow them be ad-
dressed in a manner that doesn’t frustrate
hard working people to an extent that they
must openly threaten to take the law into
their own hands.

www.inshore.ie
nifa.secretary@gmail.com
nifo.secretary@gmail.com

Letters to the Editor

This Fishing Life
Dear Editor

In recent weeks [’ve been watching
the BBC-2 programme Cornwall: This
Fishing Life. What a wonderful insight
it has portrayed into the many aspects of
life that is coastal fishing and all it entails
where boat owners, skippers, crewmen and
respective families are concerned. Newlyn,
the largest fishing port on the Cornish coast
figured heavily in the programme and is
indeed comparable with some ports on the
Irish coast.

For the uninitiated, and indeed those well
informed, the photographic imagery and
accompanying skipper vocal explanations
of the various types of fishing engaged in
are excellent throughout. However by far
the most striking aspect of the programme
is the optimism portrayed by skippers and
crew members in the face of whatever
adversities came their way. How typical
of fishermen that is! They just want to get
the job done - go to sea and catch fish. The
seeking of handouts in form of government
grants and other means that is prevalent by
those who work the land is not in the nature
of fishermen.

The injustices experienced by our own
fishermen bear similarities with those on
the south coast of England. The common
belief is that limitations imposed through
E.U. legislations are unreasonable. Those
limitations such as inequitable quotas
etc. have been well documented by
Marine Times Newspaper columnists and
others over many years, yet nothing of
significance has changed. It’s little wonder
that over 90% of British fishermen jumped
at the opportunity of voting in favour of
Brexit, They voted as such because they
believe that regardless of the outcome
whatever the future holds for their industry
has to be better than the present situation.
That elements of uncertainty exist as to
what the outcome will bring is understood.
It’s an outcome that may well too have
repercussions for our own fishing industry!

If given the opportunity in what I'll call
a ‘Irexit scenario’, | wonder how fishermen
in this country would vote?

Yours faithfully
Pat Nolan
Ballycastle

Co Antrim

This Is My Life -
The Eel Fishery

This letter is an edited version of
an open letter by email sent to IFI -
Inland Fisheries Ireland — by well-
known Sedn Doherty from Water-

ford, about the eel fishery.

The decision to close the eel fishery

in Ireland on foot of a 40% reduction in
eel mortality across the board was very
unjust. IFI took out eel fisheries as factors
such as dairy expansion, river walls. water
extraction and turbines continued unhin-
dered. In the Waterford Estuary the baited
pot fishery was tiny compared to industrial
issues and the massive siltation of miles of
foreshore due to river works and dredging.

Had eel fishing been treated fairly its
impact on the 40% reduction would have
been easy to meet for fishermen. For years
the excuse of no property rights were con-
nected to the fishery. It ignored the fact that
the Waterford fishery was tied to property
rights, the ownership of sprat weirs, this is
on the record.

The recent eel hardship payment that has
just been paid is again raising questions of a
serious nature.

Having spoken to fellow eel fishermen
in Holland, I have decided to return to eel
fishing. [ have applied for my baited eel pot
licence. I believe it’s fair that [ surrender
my fyke net licence in lieu of payment. This
I contacted IFI about in Galway prior to
taking up package.

I did contact IFI about setting up a catch-
and-release heritage eel fishery, but got no
reply.

The decision of yourselves to go 60%
beyond an EU Directive is going to result in
me losing my family’s cultural heritage by
100 per cent. That can’t happen.

This is my life. It always has been and
will be. I would welcome discussions on
this issue and 1 hope you don’t find this
Email any other way than a fisherman pre-
pared to fight for his right to do in his coun-
try what others are allowed do in theirs.

Regards,
Sean Doherty.
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mRMTME M arYrine services directory

marine services

prop protector

Irish Marine
Surveys

Code of Practice
Approved Surveyor
Nationwide Service

Ray@MarineSurvey.ie

086 2667188

O'HARA MARINE LTD

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE &
~  MARINESURVEYING
 SERVICES

Commercial Craft Services

*Fishing Vessel Code of Practice Surveys
*essel Desigh and Analysis

*Stability Books & Inclining Experiments
Submissions to WSO

M: +353 (0} 86 4059426
E: niall@charamarine.com

W: www.charamarine.com

Elo

G ~\ Irish @
B [|%een Fasm ) Organic '
O
% A (e 7 Salmaon P

KiLLYBEGS ~ C0. DONEGAL ~ IRELAND

TeL: 074 9731004 ~
EmAIL: fish@gallagherbros.ie WEB: www.gallagherbros.ie

Fax: 074 9731509

CLEGGAN MARINE

www.clegganmarine.com
% Install some
peace of
mind, fit a
Prop
Protector
today!

Tel: (095) 44037
Mob: 087 7759405

E: sales@clegganmarine.com
The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway

ATLANTIC MARINE SURVEY

Kevin O’Callaghan

> Fishing Vessel Code

of Practice Surveyor

Pre Purchase Surveys

Evaluation Surveys

Insurance Assessment

Vessel Safety Manuals

New Build & Upgrade

Compass Adjustment

Mobile: 086 8913200

kevin@atlanticmarinesurvey.com

YVVVYVYVY

,SINBAD

MARINE SERVICES LTD.
Shore Road, Killybegs, Co. Donegal, Ireland

Shore Based Facilities * Stevedores
Fish Transport » Marine Oil Provision
Repairs ¢ Cargo Handling

Tel: +353 74 9731417

Fax: + 353 74 9731864
VHF: CH14

Email: info@sinbadmarine.com

Web: www.sinbadmarine.com

financial services

A mu
ﬁndaﬁshmgboat.com

1@ -/ Wway
BUY SELL

Marine equ pment Crew adverts
Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all commercial fishermen

You bring out the best in us!

AIB BANK
Killybegs
John Mc Neill, Manager

AIB

T: 074 9731451 F: 074 9731662

GCM

PAINTING

* MARINE PAINTING
« PAINT SPRAYING
s POWER WASHING

[Contact: Glen Campbell
Call: 086 1567411

E: gcmpainting@hotmail.com

Sodena
Sales and Service

NEW SYSTEMS
Fanless Computers
Rebuilds & Backup

C-Map Charts - Tides
AIS - ARPA

Belco Marine Electronics Ltd
Skibbereen, Co. Cork

086 2607994

Belcomar@icloud.com

D. P. Barry & Co., Solicitors

Kelly's Quay, Killybegs, Co. Donegal
Telephone 074 9731174 Fax 074 9731639
E-mail - info@barpylaw.ie
www.barrylaw.ie

Providing expert legal advice to the
Irish fishing and maritime industries
for over thirty years.

24/7 Emergency response service, nationwide.
Contact Diarmuid Barry on 087 2582847

‘C(HARLES CLEGHORN LTD

We look forward to meeting your continued
requirements for:

- NEW PUMP DESIGN
FOR FASTER PRIMING
- MARINE FANS,
HEATERS, CHARGERS
- INVERTERS

Cleghorn’s AM40 & AM50 pumps,
serving the Irish Fleet from 1986 -
compact, long-lived & economic

Croydon, Royston, Herts. SG8 0DN, UK
enquiries@ccleghornltd.com
www.ccleghornltd.com
Tel. 0044 (0)1223 208384
Mob. 0044 (0)7770 721 933

A wide range of

Z bronze pumps
& a large selection of

spare parts in stock

Con O'Sthea =
Irish distributor for
Azcue pumps

Tel: 028-21907
M: 087-9600303
osheamarine@eircom.net
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‘Summing-It Up’ For Easier Navigation!

\

Fishing and Navigation Organisations
Unite to Improve Fish Farm Safety

To help simplify and improve local navigation markings for the safe-
ty of all marine users, Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood
Development Agency, in association with the Commissioners of Irish

Lights (CIL) has launched a new ‘standard operating procedure.’

BIM has been working with the aqua-
culture industry around the coast to install
simplified navigation marking systems
to provide an effective visual guide for
navigating a bay or harbour. Reducing
the overall visual impact of the markers
and simplifying the boundaries for other
users is the aim of the *Special Unified
Marking Schemes’ (SUMS) by getting all
aquaculture producers in an area to incor-
porate their sites boundary marks into one
marking scheme.

Previously, each farm in a bay or
harbour had its own marks indicating the
boundaries of the site. This often resulted
in a large amount of markings, making
navigation more difficult, according to the
two organisations.

“Unifying the sites under one scheme
has the dual advantage of improving
navigation of the harbour and providing
efficiencies for the fish farmers. In addition,
the marks deployed are of a much higher
standard, have a longer lifespan and work

in all types of weather,” they maintain.

The ‘standard operating procedure’ for
the unified marking systems outlines the
steps local producers need to take to engage
with the Scheme.

“Getting aquaculture producers to work
together locally with schemes such as the
Special Unified Marking Systems pays
dividends for all concerned,” according to
the Chief Executive of BIM, Jim O’Toole.
“It highlights their commitment to working
together in harmony with the local environ-
ment and other marine users, putting safety
at the centre of what they do. An example
of where SUMS has made a remarkable
difference is Dungarvan Harbour. Working
together we have reduced the number of
markers to 10 poles and 11 small buoys, as
opposed to the original proposed 160 poles,
drastically reducing the visual impact and
simplifying things for everyone.”

Irish Lights, CEO, Yvonne Shields
O’Connor, said: “The launch of the Scheme
with BIM marks a positive change in de-

To help simplify and improve local navigation markings for the safety of all ma-
rine users, Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood Development Agency,
in association with the Commissioners of Irish Lights (CIL) have launched a new
standard operating procedure for implementing Special Unified Marking Schemes
(SUMS) in areas of aquaculture, to reduce the overall visual impact of markers
and to simplify boundaries. Pictured at the launch are (I-r): Joanne Gaffney, Re-
gional Environmental Officer, BIM, Yvonne Shields O'Connor, CEO, Irish Lights,
Jim O'Toole, CEO, BIM and Captain Catriona Dowling, Navigation Services Man-
ager, Irish Lights.

Avoid dirty
diesel tanks
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086 82 71 508 - www.ccjensen.ie - fip@cjc.dk
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livering improved navigation and safety in
areas of aquaculture activity. Irish Lights is
delighted to support this initiative, which
ensures the safe and efficient marking of
zones to international standards, resulting
in a positive impact on the local environ-
ment.”

To get involved in the scheme, aquacul-
ture producers should contact their local
BIM Officer who will work with them to
survey the production area. Consultation
then takes place with the Commissioners of
Irish Lights and the Marine Survey Office
to determine the location and specification
of markers.

Once approved, BIM will work with
local fish farmers to ensure that the new
markers will be produced and installed at
the approved locations.

The project is co-funded by the Gov-
ernment and the European Union under
Ireland’s European Maritime & Fisheries
Fund Operational Programme for the sea-
tood sector.For more details or to download
a copy of the full Special Unified Marking
Systems standard operating procedure,
please go to www.bim.ie/our-publications/
aquculture/

A rare break from the constant storms last month as the sunset shines on beauti-
ful Cill Chiaran in Co. Galway - Photo by Michael O Ceallachain

If any of our readers have a photo that you think would look good in our pages
please send them on to us at editor@marinetimes.ie
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The South - West View

What provisions are made for this
oncoming fallout, quarantine may prevent
the spread and help us avoid the virus, but
will we see food shortages instead?

Already we see the devastating effect it
is having on the Chinese economy. We sell

Patrick Murphy, Chief Executive of the Irish South and
West Fishermen’s Organisation, discusses “ever-increas-
ing legislation” on the fishing industry and says that the
fishing industry should be given the credit and respect it
does providing food, but is concerned about the effects
that Coronavirus could have on trade.

Coronavirus - the most mentioned word
around the world in recent weeks.
What has this to do with fishing you may wonder but

for me a lot, the shutting down of society and locking of
doors will surely interrupt trade, all trade.

a lot of fish in this developing market.

It has reached Europe and Italy, another
important market, which has seen areas
in lock-down. In one interview I heard of
whole towns under quarantine.

This Industry, after suffering from severe
storms in the first two months of 2020,
resulting in huge losses from no access to
fishing, will face this increasing threat. But
not a word of a plan for these effects. We
see recent restrictions that only worsen the
fear by stifling travel for our sports enthu-
siasts through the calling-off of the rugby
game between Ireland and Italy.

Should we not ask the relevant question,
what travel will be restricted next? Will it
be for those who drive the lorries? But I ask
what do these lorries carry?

I do not want to add to any hysteria, but
I do wish to see recognition to what is the
absent response we are witnessing to date
and we need to start preparing.

This Industry is facing ever-increasing
legislation and the recent but relevant topic
we are addressing is the ‘Single Use Plastic
Directive’ which has set eyes on plastics
used in our Industry.

Bubbling below the surface is this
emerging concern of the microplastics
and again not wanting to link the two but
there is some hysteria about plastics in our
oceans. Do not get me wrong certainly the
issue needs immediate addressing.

In some countries the first three hauls
are to get the plastic out the way before you
get the fish and we are shown the pictures
of the young man swimming through the
sea of plastics. This is not the case here yet,
thank God.

Food for me is the most important com-
modity on our planet, the air we breathe,
the water we drink, but also food we eat
nurtures and sustains the bod. Add heat
and shelter and we survive quite well.

So why are the hard working people in
our Industry the first expected to respond?

I will leave that to the reader to answer
for themselves.

I will say this, thankfully we have prov-
en time and time again we are ready to act,
no matter what adversities we face, they
are taken head on.

I know, like the weather beaten rock
hit over-and-over again by the stormy sea,
the damage is visible but like the rock we
are worn smooth but not broken, for this
serves a purpose adding oxygen to the
water.

Society need the brave men and women
who risk their lives to catch the healthy
tasty nutritious food to feed them. Fish-
ermen are showing that they have no
problem to do more when challenged,
by picking up and bringing ashore the
hundreds of tonnes of plastic garbage that
make it into our seas annually.

I say, however, do not penalise us in
only taxing the gear, the nets we use to do
this voluntary work and take a moment to
see what is being done and as my Grand-
mother used to say regularly

“Give credit when credit is due”.

PUBLIC NOTICE
APPLICATION FOR A FORESHORE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 19 of the Foreshore Act, 1933 that Energia
Renewables ROI Ltd., The Liberty Centre, Blanchardstown Retail Park, Dublin D15
YT2H has applied to the Minister of Housing, Planning and Local Government for a
licence under Section 3 of the said Act for site investigation survey works in the South
Irish Sea off the Co. Wexford/Wicklow coastline.

=
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Velvet Ch.m.' 1I - P Ala O’S
‘Wellness’ in Seafarers and Fishermen to
Be Discussed at National Maritime College

Over 1.5 million seafarers play a vital part in the supply chain which

A copy of the application, and the relevant maps, plans, and drawings, are available

keeps national and international economies operational.

Food, fuel, and everyday goods are
transported in thousands of ships world-
wide, around the clock. There is little
room for error which could result in loss
of life, injury, pollution, and delays. The
maritime industry is safety critical and de-
pends on professional people to minimize
incidents, including human error.

A Seafarer Wellness Conference to
address human factors in the maritime
industry will be held in the National
Maritime College of Ireland (NMCI),
Ringaskiddy, Cork, on Thursday,
March 26.

The conference will also deal with
‘wellness’ training for sea and shore staff
in the fishing industry.

Organised by the Department of Mari-
time Studies NMCI/CIT, the Irish Insti-
tute of Master Mariners and the Nautical
Institute, the conference will be the first of
its kind to be held in Ireland.

National and international speakers
will include Dr Joanne McVeigh who
will talk about psychosocial well-being
amongst merchant seafarers - well-being,
resilience, job satisfaction and stress;

Prof. Mac MacLachlan, Editor of Maritime
Psychology, Professor of Psychology and
Social Inclusion and Director of the ALL
(Assisting Living & Learning Institute) at
Maynooth and previously Chair in Glob-
al Health at Trinity; Dr Chris Haughton,
Master Mariner, who will talk about the
development of a standard for mental health
awareness and wellness training for sea
and shore staff in the Merchant Navy and
Fishing Industry; Dr Rudi Stilz, Consultant
Occupational Medicine at Shell Health
and Dr Fiona O’Halloran who will address
issues around diet and nutrition.

Leading experts in the area, including
medical professionals, psychologists,
researchers, and professional seafarers will
generate discussion, debate and suggest
solutions to address the human factors that
influence life on board ships.

Maritime stakeholders, medical profes-
sionals and anyone interested in human
factors will find the conference informative.

Tickets may be reserved at Eventbrite:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/seafarer-well-
ness-are-the-signals-being-read-tick-
ets-90925080363

for inspection for the next 30 days, free of charge, at Wexford Garda Station,
Mulgannon, Wexford Town, Co. Wexford; Gorey Garda Station, Main Street, Gorey,
Co. Wexford and Arklow Garda Station, Abbey Street, Arklow, Co. Wicklow.

The documentation is available on the Department's website

https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/energia-site-
investigation-wexford-coast

Any person who wishes to make an objection to, or a representation in respect of the
grant of the licence sought should do so in writing, giving reasons, between the dates
of 4" March and 6" April (quoting ref: FS 007048), to the Marine Planning Policy
and Development Section, Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government,
Newtown Road, Wexford, Co. Wexford or foreshore@housing.gov.ie. The closing
date for submissions is close of business on Monday 6" April 2020.

All objections and representations received will be forwarded to the applicant for
comment prior to any decision being made in the matter. Material upon which the
Minster shall determine this application may be published on the Department's
website. In this regard the Department wishes to draw attention to its policy on
defamatory material that may be contained in submissions it receives, which may
be found at: http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/public-participation-
foreshore-consent-process

Dated this 4™ day of March 2020

Name and address:

Energia Renewables ROI Ltd.,

The Liberty Centre, Blanchardstown Retail Park,
Dublin, D15 YT2H
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Gill Netting Gear & Accessories

We carry stocks of a wide range of gill nets in sheet netting - usually 200
yards long bales of netting in variety of depths in the following gauges of
monofilament netting.

0.40mono, 0.50mono, 0.57mono, 0.60mono, 0.62mono

0.65mono, 0.70mono, 0.90mono & 1.0mm.

We have mesh sizes in for targeting Herring, Mackerel, Bait for Pots, Cod-
ling, Haddock, Plaice, Pollack, Brill, Turbot, Monkfish, Skate, Crayfish and
Spider Crab in the following mesh sizes:
21/8",2%",2%",25/8",23/4",3",3%",35/8",3%",4", 4 %", 41",
434", 47/8",5",5%" 6", 8%", 10 %", 12", 13" and 14” mesh in a
variety of colours.

——

We have a mixed range of Multi Mono netting in various gauges, mesh

sizes, colours and depths.

.ﬂ;} Multi Mono Cray fish nets in 1.5x10 ply (9" Mesh) x 12.5 meshes deep x
' 200 yards Grey.

) n"4 Also 1.5x12 ply (7" Mesh) x 400 Yards - can be cut down to whatever mesh

WY depth required.

; _‘1'# We have fully rigged trammel nets in Nylon and Multi Mono netting for
i ﬂ bait for pot fishermen in various mesh sizes and gauges.

r We stock Nylon Netting for Hares & Rabbits in 210/18 and 210/36 Twisted
l" Nylon netting in various depths, mesh sizes and lengths. Choice of Green or
Chocolate Brown Colours. Details on Request.

X 1000ml - two shades of Green available ... NOW IN STOCK!

| Spider Crab Nets: 0.95 monofilament x 13”7, 14” and 15” Mesh x 5.5md
l!f We carry a full range PP Ropes for net rigging in sizes 4mm, 5mm, 6mm,
d" , 8mm, 10mm, 12mm, 14mm and 16mm.
We stock PP Ropes in right and left hand lay for rigging 3 strand x 220
AN Metres.
We have a full range of mounting twines for net rigging in Nylon:
210/36, 210/45, 210/54, 210/60, 210/66 Anzalon (2kg) and heavier if
required in colours green and white.
. Braided Nylon rigging twines on 1 kilo spools in sizes 0.75mm, 1mm,
4 ’, 1.3mm, 1.5mm and 1.8mm.
i | Full range of Deep Water Gill Net Floats (Solid Floats for deep water
fishing). Mixed Sizes are available. Surface fishing floats egg shaped in
| sizes 3",31.",3 %" and 4.
. We have in stock a wide range of braided float lines for all fishing appli-
‘cations - details on request.

We have a full range of Braided Lead lines in sizes 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, 3.0, 4.0,
5.0 and 6.0 - sold in 100 metre lengths.

We can supply any of the above type of nets fully mounted for surface or
bottom fishing - with all new materials to agreed spec.

We also can offer a re-rigging service for old gear to be re
mounted with new netting. Collection and delivery service available
for re rigging of old fishing gear - details on request.

Let us quote you for any specific item.

We can arrange delivery of small parcels up to 30kg by Courier.

For larger items we can arrange pallet delivery / Van or Lorry Delivery.
' We can accept payment over the telephone for Debit / Credit Cards.

All Sizes of Nylon and Manilla Ropes in 3 Strand x 220 Metres

|1-' Our New RANGE of inflatable marker buoys, A-0, A-1 & A-2 in Yel-
t‘ low and Red Colours in Ribbed and with superior valve fittings.
|

e

Please see our display at the Skipper Expo in Limerick at Stand 68.

/{ For further information please contact or email us at:
|

~NETS LTD
:ﬁl ', FISHING GEAR SUPPLIERS

Drumaweir House, Greencastle, Co. Donegal F93 CK44

Tel: 00 353 74 93 81178 Fax: 00 353 74 93 81014
Email: sales@cavanaghnetsitd.com

Councillors Call for Management
of Seals in Killala Bay

A letter has been sent to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine calling for a management plan to be put in place to deal with the
increasing numbers of seals in Killala Bay on the west coast of Ireland. Balli-
na councillors agreed to send the letter following a number of complaints to
the council about the declining numbers of salmon on the river Moy which is

driving down fishing tourism in the area.

According to a recent news report,
during a Ballina Municipal District council
meeting Cathaoirleach (Chair) Michael Lof-
tus ‘called for a cull of the mammals, which
he believes are contributing to the loss of
wild Atlantic salmon in the River Moy.

“These seals would kill salmon or sea
trout sometimes just for fun, other times to
eat it,” he said, adding that they are “killing
all that is good about the River Moy.”

He said the loss of salmon in the Moy
is affecting fishing tourism, which in turn
harms the local economy.

“A lot of people are complaining that
you cannot get Moy salmon in a restaurant
and that it is all farmed salmon,” he added.

Councillor Jarlath Munnelly seconded
the call for a cull, saying many fishermen

agree the seals are an issue.

He said there is no doubt that the species
is at the “top of the food chain™ in the area,
and an “orderly” cull would protect the
dwindling fish stock.

“We won'’t eliminate the seals - no
chance of that - but it is about re-balancing
the ecosystem, and wild salmon are under
threat,” he added.”

Inshore fishermen on the Cork, Kerry
and Donegal coasts are also calling for
urgent management of the seal populations
which have increased exponentially in
recent years. Thousands of grey seals have
taken up residence in numerous bays and
estuaries where some of the best salmon
rivers in Europe run in to the ocean.

““These protests demonstrate one thing clearly, when so-
ciety must resort to protest, the State and the democratic

process has failed society.”

Joint NIFA / NIFO Statement on Seal Related Protests - See page 7

Islanders Deafened by Department’s Silence
What has become of salmon farming
licence application one year on?

Fishermen on Cape Clear Island have blasted Government inaction
wondering what has happened to an application to grow fish and there-
by provide the island with an economic lifeline.

The aquaculture licence application was
submitted to the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine on February 15", 2019
with an accompanying extensive Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) which cost
in excess of €100,000 to commission and
draft. The EIS alone, represented more than
three years’ work and was partially funded
by Udarés na Gaeltachta.

“Cumann lascairi Chléire applied to the
Aquaculture and Foreshore Management
Division of the Department and received an
acknowledgment a short time afterwards. In
recent weeks, we raised it with election can-
vassers and duly received a similar sort of
worthless acknowledgement from Minister
Michael Creed.

“This really isn’t good enough. We’ve
invested a lot of money, time and energy
not to mention hope and genuine belief
that there is something of potential real
value which could save our island. We look
enviously at Clare Island off the Mayo coast
which has reaped huge dividends from an
organic salmon farm which keeps young
people on the island to work and thereby
preventing population decline. That project
has been a massive success and transformed
the island’s fortunes.

“The reality is that economic opportu-
nities are very limited on Cape Clear and
seasonal tourism aside, our options are very
limited. Why not make use of the wonderful
sea resource which we have, grow pro-
tein-rich food in a sustainable and environ-
mentally responsible manner to safeguard
our future. I’ve no doubt the benefits could
be shared with our fellow-islanders on
Sherkin and Hare too,” said secretary of
Cumann lascairi Chléire and islander, Dun-
can Harper.

Mr Harper concluded saying it might not
be the easiest place to live but he could not
imagine any place better. “The people who
live on the island do not believe that they
are disadvantaged but they do recognise
that they face challenges unknown to those
living on the mainland. If the population of
a tiny island in the North Atlantic can’t get
approval to grow fish, just what do the pow-
ers-that-be expect them to do,” he asked.

Cumann lascairi Chléire was established
to improve the lot of fishermen operating
and living on the island. It has pursued
many avenues to sustain the economic via-
bility of life of Cape Clear and is extremely
active in lobbying and representing local
fishermen.
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Fire Detection System Did
Not Work on Suzanne Il

Good Weather Helped Crew Survive: Marine Times Reporter

Three crew members were fortunate to survive when the fire detection sys-
tem on their trawler failed, according to an investigation report by the MCIB.

coast last May.

The Marine Casualty Investigation Board
(MCIB) inquiry records that the three crew
had set out from Arklow, Co Wicklow, in
the early hours of May 2 and were working
about 30 nautical miles east of the port.

The 17-metre French-built timber vessel
with aluminium shelter deck was built as a
trawler but fitted with a pot hauler in 2018,
The vessel had been surveyed and certified
for fishing in July 2018.

Weather conditions were good and the
three crew had taken a break when one of
the crew noticed smoke coming from the
engine room. The Skipper went to inves-
tigate the source of the smoke and “soon
realised that there was a serious fire in the
engine room,” according to the MCIB. “He
made an attempt to fight the fire but the
level of smoke hampered any effort. The
smoke and fire very quickly engulfed the
vessel’s accommodation and wheelhouse.

The crew retrieved the vessel’s EPIRB
and abandoned into a liferatt. Activating the
EPIRB alerted the Marine Rescue Co-ordi-
nation Centre in Dublin. The Skipper had
tried unsuccessfully to seek assistance via
VHEF radio.

The liferaft was spotted by an angling
boat, the “Highlander’ en route from Wales
to Ireland. Two of the crew were transferred
to the RNLI Arklow lifeboat when it arrived
on the scene. The skipper, suffering from
smoke inhalation, was airlifted to hospital
in Waterford by Coast Guard Rescue 117
helicopter for treatment.

This was “a very serious marine casualty
resulting in a major fire, an abandoned ship
and the subsequent sinking...” the investi-
gators state, “Had the incident occurred at
night or in more adverse weather condi-
tions, the outcome may have been very
different.”

The MCIB investigation found that the
fire detection system did not work.

“Had it done so, the fire would have been
detected earlier,” the investigators con-
cluded. “Whether the fire detection system
did sound but was not heard or whether it
failed to alert the crew is unknown. Most
likely the fire detection did not sound as it
is improbable that it would not have been
heard. Not sounding could have been due to
a recent defect or a longer standing one.”

The cause of the fire remains undeter-
mined.

Sometime after it began a tugboat with
firefighting capabilities arrived and attempt-
ed to put out the fire, but the boat continued
to burn and sank after three hours.

According to the MCIB report the fire
detection system had been inspected an test-
ed in July 2018 although it was not known
when it was last tested prior to the fire and
the vessel’s Logbooks were lost in the fire.
Other precautionary equipment was also
noted as failing to work. The engine room
was fitted with an automatic fire extinguish-
ing system. The investigators report says
that “either failed to activate or more likely
activated, but due to the fact the engine
room space was bit sealed would have had
little effect on a fire of this magnitude.” A
fixed sprinkler system was not utilised due
to the speed at which the trawler became
engulfed in smoke, according to the inves-
tigation.

There are, obviously, lessons to be
learned from this incident and the MCIB
has asked that a Marine Notice be issued
“reminding of the requirement for all crew
to have basic safety training and the re-
quirement to ensure fire alarms are regular-
ly tested and maintained.”

It says this marine notice should include
“guidance on the inspection and testing
of fire detection systems onboard fishing
vessels of 15-24 metres in length™.

Under existing regulations, testing of fire
systems should take place monthly.

Monkfish and Megrim Survey Underway

The first and second leg of the annual Irish Anglerfish and Megrim
Survey (IAMS2020) is currently being carried out by the Marine Insti-
tute from 23rd February to 18th March 2020 to the west, southwest and
south coast of Ireland. Marine Notice No. 07 of 2020 has been issued to
notify all shipowners, fishing vessel owners, skippers, fishers, yachtsmen
and seafarers, of the survey’s locations and dates.

The 65m research vessel Celtic Explorer
will carry out the IAMS demersal trawl
survey using a Jackson trawl which will
consist of approximately
110 otter trawls (60 min- 2
utes) in ICES area 7b, 7c,
7g, 7h, 7j and 7k. ¥

In Marine Notice No.
07 of 2020, the Marine 5
Institute requests that com-
mercial fishing and other
marine operators keep a 3 w
nautical mile radius area
around the tow points clear
of any gear or apparatus
during the survey period

outlined above. .
®

While there is no
statutory provision for N
the loss of gear at sea, the A
Marine Institute will make every effort to
avoid gear adequately marked according to
legislation that may be encountered in the
notified areas.

In the event that an operator has static
gear or other obstructions within 3 nautical
mile radius of the points listed, it is the
responsibility of the owner to notify the sur-
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vey managers or vessel directly. This should
be communicated by identifying specifi-
cally which “station” is of concern using

" Appendix | and Appendix
. 2 and contact details pro-
vided. It is not required to
provide positional details

< of commercial operations

i " beyond 4 nautical mile
radius of the survey points
provided.

o = Specifics of any fishing
gear or other obstructions

A that are known and cannot
be kept clear of these sur-
vey haul locations can be

notified using the contact

details below:

¥ : = Aodhan Fitzgerald,

v =2 wee Marine Institute: 087-
2488765. Eoghan Kelly, Marine Institute:
087-9935128

Full details of Marine Notice No. 07
of 2020 including the coordinates of the
[IAMS 2020 survey stations can be found
on the Department of Transport, Tourism
and Sport (DTTAS) website under Marine
Notices.

| €40
| £40
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Closure of Markets Bring Razor Clam Fishery to a Virtual Standstill

The Coronavirus epidemic is causing chaos to many sectors of the
Irish seafood export trade through the closure of the valuable Chinese
markets. One particular fishery which is extremely affected by the out-

break is the Razor clam fishery.

Each year, in excess of 50 vessels ac-
tively fish for Razor clams between Howth
and Dundalk. And the Chinese New Year
markets in January, is a welcome boost to
the prices paid for Irish Razors, this year as
much as €17.00 a kg for extra-large, €13.00
a kg for large, €8.50 a kg for mediums
and €3.50 a kg for smalls was paid for
the clams. Unfortunately, the Coronavirus
outbreak brought the Razor clam fishery
to an abrupt halt as access to the Chinese
and Hong Kong markets were closed due
to enforced restrictions on the movement of
goods.

At the end of January, fishermen were
told that customers in Hong Kong and Chi-
na could no longer take Razor clams from
Ireland. Many of the buyers in the North
east stopped taking Razor clams altogether
and others said they could continue to sell
to European markets for €2.50 per kilo -a
drop of over €14,000 per tonne on the larg-
est grade and around an 80% drop in prices
across the board.

A number of owners reluctantly tied their
boats up in the hope that markets would
reopen quickly, but the situation is unlikely
to improve anytime soon with some airlines
now cancelling flights to the affected areas
until at least the end of March. As time goes

by, some owners and crews are already be-
ginning to feel the pinch, it’s inevitable that
buyers will push Razor clams onto existing
low value European markets where there’s
a good chance that oversupply will further
reduce first sale prices to fishermen.

A spokesperson for NIFO (National

Inshore Fishermen’s Organisation) told
Marine Times, “The effects of the Corona
virus and restricted market access have not
just been limited to our crab operators. We
don’t have many razor clam operators in
our membership, but some have reported
its effects as probably even more stark than
what’s facing our crab operators. This is
because the Chinese New Year tradition-
ally signalled the peak of the Razor clam
operators’ season in terms of profitability.
Our members in the North east inform us
than many first sale prices on average have

dropped by 80% since January.

“Similar to the Brown crab fishery, the
Razor clam fishery was not without its
underlying issues before market access
to China ended. Some of our members
say that currently without any adequate
social protection or EMFF supports they
are now in the midst of an unprecedented
crisis. That effectively in economic terms, a
‘perfect storm” has hit their fishery. Without
some form of emergency intervention, they
are having serious doubts over their future
viability.”

T
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Million-Pound Training Fund Helps Carrybridge RNLI

Two volunteer crew members at Carrybridge RNLI lifeboat station in
County Fermanagh have had a vital part of their crew training funded by
Lloyd’s Register Foundation. This is a charitable foundation which helps to
protect life and property by supporting engineering-related education, public
engagement and the application of research.

-

Shani Spence from Lisbellaw and Joe
Donnelly from Enniskillen travelled to the
RNLI College in Poole, Dorset, to complete
the Crew Emergency Procedures course
which trains volunteer lifeboat crews in
a variety of crucial subjects such as how
to deal with fires aboard lifeboats, how to
‘abandon ship’ in the event of an emergen-
cy (with a 4 metre jump into water), team
survival swimming, coping in a life-raft in
simulated darkness, how to right a capsized
inshore lifeboat, and the importance of
lifejackets. It also includes sessions on the
correct use of flares, fire extinguishers and
throw bags.

Shani, who volunteers as a crew member,

said the course “definitely helped with my
confidence in an actual emergency as 1 got
to have a hands on approach and see how

it all feels in real life, meaning it will be a
little less scary if anything went wrong.”
Joe, who also volunteers as a crew member,
said: ‘It was a very good and intriguing
course which I enjoyed very much.”

Shani and Joe’s training took place in the
Sea Survival Centre at the RNLI College,
where they were joined by other RNLI
volunteer crew members from around the
UK and Ireland.

Lloyd’s Register Foundation has
committed to funding the RNLI’s Crew
Emergency Procedures course for a second
S-year period until December of this year.
This additional funding of stg£1.06M
brings their total support for RNLI crew
training to just over stg £2.46M since 2008.
More than 3,000 RNLI volunteer crew
members have now received the training
thanks to Lloyd’s Register Foundation’s

funding.

Alex Evans, Lifesaving Training Manag-
er at the RNLI said: “Their support is very
important to us and it’s fantastic how, so
far, over 3,000 of our crew members have
benefitted from Lloyd’s Register Foun-
dation funding this part of their training.
We are very grateful to Lloyd’s Register
Foundation for funding this vital part of our
volunteer crews’ training.

“As only one in ten of our volunteer
crew members comes from a professional
maritime background, the Crew Emergen-
cy Procedures course is crucial in giving
our volunteers the training they need and
helping keep them as safe as possible while
carrying out rescues. It gives volunteers the
confidence to save lives even in the most
challenging conditions.”

RNLI Fishing Safety expert and
rescued Skipper call for crews
to avail of training and check
safety equipment after dra-
matic Isle of Man rescue

RNLI Fishing Safety Manager Frank-
ie Horne has urged the fishing commu-
nity to avail of safety training that is on
offer for their crews and to ensure that
their safety equipment is up to date. It
comes after the skipper of a fishing vessel
that sank late last year off the Isle of Man
has attributed their rescue to the safety
training the crew had undertaken previ-
ously and to their lifejackets, which were
fitted with personal locator beacons.

On the evening of 23 November last
year, the fishing vessel Polaris suffered a

catastrophic hull failure off the west coast
of the Isle of Man. The vessel sank so rap-
idly that the skipper only had time to send
out a Mayday to the coastguard and other
surrounding fishing boats before the vessel
became submerged.

The coastguard immediately launched
two RNLI lifeboats from Port St Mary and
Port Erin and a Rescue Helicopter. Howev-
er, it was a local fishing vessel, Lynn Marie,
which arrived first on scene. The skipper
and a crewmember from Polaris had been
in the water for at least 15-20 mins before
help arrived.

The skipper of the fishing boat that res-
cued them, the Lynn Marie, feared the worst
on arriving at the scene as the Polaris had
already gone below the water. The skipper
stopped his engine to listen for the crew of
the Polaris which proved a wise decision
as he heard two men in the water shouting.
The Lynn Marie crew located them with a
search light and recovered them from the
water.

Commenting on the rescue RNLI Fishing
Safety Manager Frankie Horne said, ‘After
speaking with Gordon Mills, the skipper
of the Polaris, and the crew of Lynn Marie
on their arrival at Peel, it was quite clear
that this could have been a very different
story had the crew of both vessels not acted
so professionally. The crew had attended
safety training and wore lifejackets fitted

with Personal Locater Beacons which had
increased their chances of survival.’

Gordon Mills, Skipper of Polaris added,
‘At no time did I feel our lives were in
danger due to our training and equipment.
We had a policy of wearing lifejackets on
the working deck since attending refresher
training, where I was shown a film involv-
ing fishermen wearing their normal working
clothes, being put through their paces in
the RNLI Survival Centre Environmental
Pool, both with and without lifejackets in
cold water with wave movement whilst
attempting to recover themselves.”

Speaking about the training they had un-
dertaken, Gordon continued, “To see fisher-
men struggling in a controlled environment
and only lasting a few minutes or in some
cases a few seconds without the lifejacket
makes you think about your own safety. |
can tell you that there is no doubt that the
lifejackets saved our lives. We wouldn’t
have even been afloat for the crew of Fish-
ing Vessel Lynn Marie to recover us from
the water had we not been wearing them.

I would encourage all fishermen to start
wearing their lifejackets while on deck, you
just never know when you might need it.”

For advice on training contact http://
www.bim.ie/training/ in Ireland or RNLI
Fishing Safety https://rnli.org/safety/
choose-your-activity/commercial-fishing
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I-Iaunting the Shores of Ireland

The national media, which doesn’t usually give a lot of coverage to the maritime sphere, got very excited about

what it described as “the ghost ship, ALT.

»> which went aground near Ballycotton on the East Cork shoreline

and still rests there as I write these notes. Its ‘grounding’ recalled for me other shipwrecks I reported.

I remember standing at the Beacon on
the edge of Baltimore Harbour in West
Cork on the wild stormy night of November
24, 1986, from where I could see the crew-
less 900-foot long Kowloon Bridge seem-
ingly heading towards the harbour entrance.
I was amongst reporters, photographers and
local people. There was concern that the
ship would wind up blocking the harbour,
but it was pushed away by the strong winds
and big seas down the coastline to the Stags
Rocks where it went aground, causing
massive pollution. Then with RTE News,

I got very seasick and broke an ankle bone
aboard a small inshore boat which I had
hired to take me and the camera crew out
to film the massive ship, as we were tossed
around in the conditions. The Kowloon
Bridge, like Alta, had been abandoned by
its crew. It was damaged in a storm with
winds of 70 knots and waves reported as
high as 50 feet. They were rescued by two
Royal Naval helicopters from Culdrose in
Cornwall, then providing cover in Irish wa-
ters. The wreck was bought by an English
scrap merchant for one British pound, after
salvage efforts failed to get it off the Rocks.
The vessel was insured for stg£8.7m. and
the cargo for stg£2.7m. Cork County Coun-
cil said that the clean-up operation cost it
£500,000 Irish punts, then a lot of money.
There was huge damage to fishing, wildlife
and the coastal environment. Government
statements proclaimed that the owners
would be made to pay, but there was con-
troversy as to how much, if anything, was
eventually paid.

The following year, 1987, Samson took
me to Ardmore when what was called by
the media “the crane ship” went aground.

It was a ‘crane barge.” lost on tow from
Liverpool, where it had been operated by
the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board ac-
cording to records, to Valetta in Malta. The
tow line broke in a Force 7 and couldn’t

be reconnected. Two crew aboard were
rescued by an RAF Sea King helicopter
from Brawdy in Wales. The 54-foot vessel
wound up on Rams Head from where it was
never removed. The crane’s jib later col-
lapsed into the sea. The remains can still be
seen from the cliff walk. A local man, Jim
Rooney, boarded it and claimed salvage,
without success apparently.

Six years ago, in 2014, there were media

stories about ‘cannibal rats’ running wild
aboard a Soviet cruise liner, Lyubov Orlova,

T

a 4,200 tonne ship described as “the pride
of rich Russians touring the Arctic and Ant-
arctic.” Over 300 feet long it had been sold
for scrap and was under tow from New-
foundland to the Dominican Republic when
the tow broke and the ship drifted away.

It was later reported in the North Atlantic
“heading for the Irish coastline” — where,
thankfully, it has not arrived. It may still be
afloat, or have sunk — nobody really knows.
How the media knew there were ‘cannibal
rats’ aboard is also unclear!

In November 2016 an unmanned 20-foot
‘houseboat,’ the construction of which
included driftwood, polystyrene and solar
panels, washed up on Drum Beach near
Belmullet in County Mayo. It was removed
by the County Council and was discovered
to have been built by 62-year-old Rick
Small in Newfoundland. He was found by
the media in Vancouver, Canada, to whom
he described himself as an environmental-
ist. In one of several statements, he said he
had planned to sail it to the Arctic to raise
awareness of climate change and vanishing
ice. But he couldn’t get “an appropriate
motor” and left it on a mooring with a note
donating it to any homeless person who

wanted it. | am told it was put on display
in Mayo and Small was invited to see it,
but no visit has taken place. Nor has much
been heard from him since and it seems
the cost of removal fell to the Council.

These are just a few of my memories
of vessels going aground. There are others
and, according to maritime experts, could
be quite a few of what the media calls
“ghost ships” of various types and sizes
drifting about the seas. Many people and
the general media seem to lack under-
standing of what is meant by the vast-
ness of the oceans when they ask why
these vessels cannot be found, even with
modern technology. Much of the media
reportage of the ALTA failed to refer to
the coincidence of another ‘ghost’ ship
which went aground quite close to where
ALTA has wound-up. This was the Swed-
ish timber sailing ship of the time, Saga,
derelict, without even a rudder and no one
aboard. It wound up at Kelly’s Cove in
February 1895.

As we say, quite regularly, on THIS
ISLAND NATION radio programme —
“there is always something unusual in and
about the sea.”
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““The State Needs to Wake Up to the Potential of Fishing”’

Denis Good is Founder and Chairrhah of t

| "".1'||

he Good Fish Company, which is based t Carrigaline in County Cork. It was established in

1988 and is now one of the largest fish processors in Ireland. As well as its processing factory it has a retail shop and seafood café at its
Carrigaline base and retail outlets in Cork. Denis Good began his working life as a shipwright and became a fishmonger before starting
his successful company. He gives Marine Times Deputy Editor, Tom MacSweeney, a fish processor’s view of the fishing industry, refers
to “thousands of lorries” carrying fish caught off Ireland to the Continent every year, doing nothing for the country or the Irish economy
and without enough inspection of this. The State, he says, needs to “wake up to the fact that the CFP is dead following Brexit” and says
this provides an opportunity to correct the mistake made when Irish fishing rights were given away.

We are sitting in the offices of the
Good Fish Company’s headquarters
above their busy processing factory.
Outside lorries are being readied for de-
liveries to various locations in Cork and
further afield.

Denis Good tells me that, at the age of
68, he has had a varied working career,
all of it associated with the sea. Curr-
abinny in Cork Harbour, alongside the
Owenabue River which we can see from
the office window, is his home base. His
father once ran a ferry service between
there and the village of Crosshaven
across the river. Denis was a shipwright
and built fishing boats at the old Maritem
yard in Carrigaloe. He also built yachts
and worked in the Naval dockyard before
changing career in the 80s when that
work became scarcer.

“I decided to open a fish shop in Carri-
galine. It went well, so I opened another
in Cork City. That didn’t go so well.”

But that didn’t stop him, as he supplied
hotels and restaurants in Cork and factory
canteens in the developing industrial
estate in Ringaskddy on the edge of the
harbour, as well as the then Southern
Health Board.

“The business grew and | moved to a
premises in Midleton for wholesale and
processing, then around 22 years ago,
built the first ‘ground-up’ fish factory
built in the State for a long time, here in
Carrigaline.”

The South-East Cork town is now a
major urban centre and from the indus-
trial estate on its outskirts he started sup-
plying supermarkets, packaging seafood,
employing more people, bringing in staff
with special abilities and experience.
“We employ 90/100 people full-time
between five shops in Cork and fish
processing here in Carrigalne,” he says
recalling that being in business for 33
years has not always been easy. “A tough

business at times but enjoyable, with good
friends made amongst great people.”

We are talking just after Storm Denis has
battered the Irish coastline.

“At present we are practically without
Irish fish in this company, as a result, even
though we are maintaining our staff. This
this is not the fault of fishermen, no one can
control the weather. Catching fish is a tough
and dangerous business, but even when the
weather is good we can still be short of fish
because Irish fishermen are not allowed
catch enough fish. So there is a lot of fish
imported into this country.

“I have the highest respect for fishermen,
the quota situation is not good enough,
despite so much of the best European
waters being off Ireland, but the biggest
quotas are given to non-Irish boats by the
EU. I have great sympathy for the catching
sector. Irish fishermen have minute quotas
by comparison with other nations fishing in
Irish waters.

“The sad thing is that within seven or
eight miles of this factory there are over
2,000 lorries going onto the Continent every
year full of fish that never benefits Ireland.
As processors if we were given an opportu-
nity to purchase some of that, we have the
market, we would add value in processing
and filleting and packaging, which would
be good for the country.”

I remark that [ thought I had heard a
Minister for the Marine once suggest this.

Nothing further happened, Denis points
out: “No fault of the industry. The catching
sector are not allowed to catch this fish that
are in our waters which are being caught by
other nations and that fish is going straight
out of the country. There is no added value
to this country.”

He makes this point a number of times
- that there is considerable potential for
the processing sector to create more jobs,
“but the potential is not being recognised

or developed by the relevant government
departments.”

He doesn’t put all the blame on Govern-
ment Ministers.

“They come and go and mostly are
Ministers for Agriculture with marine stuck
in the back pocket, a forgotten portfolio. A
lot of them didn’t and don’t understand the
sea. The marine department is probably the
poorest performing department in the State.
There is billions in potential off our shores.”

I ask what changes he has noted in
public attitudes to eating fish and he recalls
that when he started as a fishmonger, “fish
was only seen as for Friday, now we see
Thursdays Fridays and Saturdays, because
people are cooking fish at home, especially
at weekends.

“Younger customers want ready-meals
because of pressures on them, two parents
working and there is health-consciousness
about the positive aspects of eating fish.
There is a good market for fish in Ireland
and all over Europe and fish from Irish
waters is particularly good.”

What species are most popular?

“There’s a good general interest. The
market for hake has grown, it’s now very
popular and an alternative to cod because
there is no quota for cod - half- a-ton- a-
month for most boats — ridiculous. Most
of the cod here is imported. Haddock has
taken off too, seen as a cheaper fish, but I
think it is nicer than cod. Cheaper Asian
prawn imports are big sellers. Irish prawns
are better quality. Farmed salmon are 50
per cent of the sales of seafood now but
unfortunately, it’s all imported, bar organic
salmon of which Ireland only produces
12/14,000 tonnes.”

On the way into the company’s offices |
had called into their fish shop, in a different
part of the industrial estate and saw that
there was also a seafood café.

“We were the first factory shop in the
State at any fish processing plant, back
in the early 2000s. It was very success-
ful. As we developed the factory we
moved the shop to a nearby premises and
decided to have a seatood café which is
developing nicely.”

I ask what are his concerns about the
future of the fishing industry and seafood
business?

“The State needs to wake up to the
fact that it is leaving an awful lot of
money and solid employment behind
by not realising the value and potential
of the fishing industry. It has done some
good work, but should do much more. It
should zone-in on the whitefish sector,
look at the amount of it, hake, haddock,
monk, leaving the country in trucks with-
out ever benefiting Ireland and which is
not monitored enough or inspected.

“Until that is corrected and the De-
partment of the Marine and government
wake up and now accept that the CFP is
dead after Brexit and there is an oppor-
tunity to correct the mistake made fifty
years ago and go and fight for a proper
quota for our fishermen who are well
capable and well-equipped now at long
last to catch more fish and put it into the
market in Ireland. This would give the
opportunity to increase jobs in the indus-
try, in the processing sector by thousands
of people. There is a lot to be earned for
Ireland.

“I urge the State, especially the
Department of the Marine, through
BIM and the SFPA — and the SFPA
needs to stand up a bit more in this
-- to realise the potential there is in the
fishing industry. The worry I have is
that, if the State continues the policy of
not fighting strongly on behalf of the
Irish industry in Europe, then it will go
backwards.”
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The biggest marine NEWSMAKER in Ireland this past month. Ballycotton RNLI volunteer member, Barry McDonald, was the first to see the m.v. ALTA aground on rocks
near the East Cork fishing village, while on his afternoon exercise run along the coastline. "It just came into view as I ran along. I couldn’t understand how it was there.”
How the 77 metre (250 feet) cargo vessel got there is still a bit of a mystery. The Tanzanian-flagged ship had been abandoned by its crew of 10 who were rescued by the
US Coast Guard 1,380 nautical miles South East of Bermuda on October 7, 2018 after it had drifted powerless for 20 days during which the crew couldn’t repair engine
problems. The last time it was seen was when the British Royal Navy’s HMS Protector, an ice and reseach vessel boarded and found it deserted in the Autumn of 2019
about 700 miles South West of Ireland. Somewhat surprisingly, it was reported that its owners had made contact with Irish authorities responsible for dealing with the
wreck which still remains close to Ballycotton. There is an usual twist in the story. See Page 15's THIS ISLAND NATION. Photo by Brian Motyer.

Ireland’s first accredited fishmonger qualification which was launched in the fishing port of Howth, Co Dublin is putting it's first participants through their paces. Pictured in Howth is Mark
Molloy — Buckley’s SuperValu, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Mateusz Kwiecien — SuperValu Castletroy, Castletroy, Co Limerick, Kian Clancy — Wrights of Howth, Howth, Co Dublin, Paul Durnin

— Feeney'’s Fish, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14, Dylan Sharkey — Fenelon’s, Stillorgan, Co Dublin, Aisling McKenna — SuperValu Fairways, Dundalk, Co Louth, Aaron Moore — George’s Fish Shop,
Monkstown Farm, Monkstown, Co Dublin. Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s seafood development agency, has developed the Certificate in Fishmonger Skills in partnership with national-
ly and internationally recognised Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI).

The new training combines practical and classroom learning and includes modules on seafood labelling, sustainable practices and seafood nutrition. The programme also includes hands-on
demonstrations in fish fileting and culinary skills and is aimed at existing staff in seafood retailing or those interested in pursuing a career in the industry.
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Galway Hooker Racing Returns to TG4
Local and Intense Rivalry on ‘Badoiri

In this 2nd series of Badoiri, we once again hoist sails with eight

families; sailing Ireland’s oldest and most native boats, in the
Galway Hooker Association racing league.
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(Above) The Truelight. (Below) Jimmy Mac Donncha, An Cheathrii Rua.

With a new boat joining the fleet the
rivalry is local and intense, the competition
fierce, and the waters treacherous.

On the western edge of Europe, lies an
unique culture that depended and fought
with the Atlantic Ocean for thousands of
years. It is the native sailboat, the Galway
Hooker, that sustained this poorest of
communities, and the new generation of
these same families of sailors still sail
the coast of Connemara, now racing to
be champions. The rocky inlets west of
Galway Bay host the Galway Hooker boat
racing series each year.

Once the workhorses of the West coast,
the distinctive rust-red calico sails of
the Galway Hookers now race for glory
throughout the Summer months. In series |
we saw the family owned boats battle one
another for the coveted prize of All-Ireland
champions. In this new series we introduce
a new boat and a new family to the fleet.
Young and eager to impress this new
crew from ‘The Truelight’ boat become a
racing force to be reckoned as all the crews
push themselves and their boats to their
limit. The rocky inlets west of Galway Bay
host the Galway Hooker boat racing series
each year.

In this 2" series we also delve deeper
into sailing families lives and histories.
An illness to one of the skippers bring the
boatmen together where they share their
personal stories as well as their hopes and
fears from their sailing culture. Towards
the end of the series the racing and rivalry
becomes more intense and the waters
become treacherous.

Producer and Director of Badéiri
Donncha Mac Con lomaire says, ‘“There are
few societies in the world where a 200 year
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old boat is the epicentre of the same family
for 2 centuries. The maritime community
of Connemara never underestimates the
Atlantic, and the unity of their families
cannot afford to succumb to failure at sea.
This ancient world that works hard and
plays hard is what is still most genuine
culture of Ireland.’

Episode 1: The Hookers awaken from
the long Connemara winter, only to find
new contenders aboard for this seasons
regattas. The preparations have started in
earnest, and we follow the sailors as they
race each other in the first of the Summers
races.

Episode 2: With the racing season
under full sail, the skipper of the Truelight
is finishing a new home for his family,
Tommy Kelly inspires the local minor
football team, and a new generation of
mariners are developing their skills with the
local sailing clubs.

Episode 3: It’s mid-Summer and as
the competition heats-up in the races, the
Naomh Ciilin crew hit the rocks both in
cars and boats, Peadar Bailey of the Capall
receives bad news regarding his health,
refereeing the regatta is an unforgiving job,
and Pat Mhicheal returns home to the island
where he grew-up.

Episode 4: As the Truelight makes
her intent clear for next season, boatman
and renowned singer-songwriter, John
Beag, tells of the huge reportoire of songs
composed about the Galway Hookers and
their owners, exotic musical sailors arrive
in Inis Meain, and the Tonai is once again
crowned champions of the Galway Hookers
Association league.

Badoiri begins on Thursday March 5"
2020 at 8pm on TG4
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UK Fisheries Bill Confirms ‘Worst Fears’ of Irish Fishermen
KFO Lauds Barnier Commitment to Fisheries as Draft
Mandate Sets Out Support Required by Irish Industry

The Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation (KFO) has expressed its bemuse-
ment at the UK Fisheries Bill published. The bill, which proposes denying
Irish fishermen automatic access to UK waters, would have catastrophic ram-
ifications for the Irish fishing industry but in reality, is “a poor man’s Trojan
horse” in the greater scheme of EU/UK negotiations according to the KFO

CEO, Sedn O’Donoghue.

However, the KFO remains optimistic
that the linkage between trade and fisheries
as set out in the EU’s Political Declaration
will be not merely endorsed but strength-
ened. The KFO has welcomed the EU’s
draft negotiating blueprint for Brexit trade
talks stating that insofar as fisheries is con-
cerned, it offers tangible hope to the Irish
industry and provides a timely boost after a
bruising, exhausting period of negotiation.

Mr O’Donoghue said: “I cannot
over-emphasise how important it is that the
work invested in the political declaration by
Michel Barnier, Phil Hogan and others is
fully supported by the EU27. This UK bill
is little more than posturing and its timing
is hardly a surprise, but the real negotiations
are entering an absolutely crucial phase.

“The UK bill will be null and void once
the EU27 remain united and retain the
linkage between fisheries and trade. The
political declaration by the EU and UK on
the next round of Brexit negotiations sets
July 1* as the target date for agreeing a new
fisheries deal between the EU and UK.

“We have done and will continue to
do everything in our power to fight for
the future viability of Irish fisheries and
that means being a part of overall trade
negotiations. The stakes have never been
higher and we will not be found wanting in
fighting our corner and not allowing Brexit
be the death knell for our proud industry,”
stated the KFO CEO.

Sean O’Donoghue sounded a note of
caution stating that while Mr Barnier had
endorsed the European Fisheries Alliance
position which the KFO forms an intrinsic
part of, there is a long way to go and the
UK Government hasn’t shown itself to a
model of consistency in what are unprece-
dented discussions.

The text of the blueprint states: “the ob-
jective of the provisions on fisheries should
be to uphold Union fishing activities. In
particular, it should aim to avoid economic
dislocation for Union fishermen that have
traditionally fished in the United Kingdom
waters. To reach this objective, the provi-
sions on fisheries should build on existing
reciprocal access conditions, quota shares
and the traditional activity of the Union
fleet.

“The terms on access to waters and quota
shares shall guide the conditions set out in
regard of other aspects of the economic part
of the envisaged partnership, in particular

of access conditions under the free trade
area as provided for in Point B of Section 2
of this Part.”

Having been at the heart of negotiations
from day one, Mr O’Donoghue said, “Mr
Barnier stated clearly today and I quote,
‘agreement on fisheries will be intrinsically
linked to the trade agreement.” That is what
we have implored from the get-go. As long
as our negotiators stick tight to this posi-
tion, there remains light at the end of the
tunnel.

“Any other outcome is too ghastly to
countenance and the EU27 must now re-
main united and strong to retain that crucial
linkage between fisheries and trade.”

He reiterated his assertion that the one
industry which is completely and uniquely
exposed to anything other than an orderly
transition, is the Irish fisheries sector. Last
year, our seafood industry was valued at
€1.25billion employing more than 14,300
people with this economic footprint pre-
dominantly in rural, coastal locations. A
no-deal Brexit would be the death knell for
many coastal fishing communities, with
projected job losses of between 30% and
40% in the Irish industry. Currently, almost
a third of Irish catch is caught in UK waters
mostly notably 60% of mackerel and 40%
of nephrops (prawns).

Almaco Amberjack Caught
Off the Donegal Coast

An Almaco Amberjack was
caught off Tory Island on the
Donegal coast, this is one of only
a very small number of Almaco
Amberjack ever caught in Irish
waters and the most northerly
record from the Northeast Atlan-
tic to date. The Amberjack was
caught on rod and line approxi-
mately 1.6 km south of the island,
it was released alive after being
photographed.

The first ever recorded specimen of an
Almaco Amberjack in Irish waters was
caught in 2001 at Frenchman’s Rock, Ros-
guill Peninsula, Co Donegal and weighed
681g. The second specimen was caught in
2006 in a trammel net at a depth of 10 m
off Carrigabullog Rocks, Little Killary Bay,

Co Galway, it measured 38 ¢m and weighed
925 g gutted, and was donated to the Natu-

ral History Museum in Dublin.

In 2007, a third specimen was filmed
underwater off Slea Head, Co Kerry. And
in 2010, a fourth specimen, measuring
approximately 50 cm, was caught at a
depth of 12m from the shore near Castle-
townbere, Co Cork. Prior to its capture, it
was observed along with other Amberjacks
amongst a shoal of
Trigger fish.

Declan Quigley,
who is a rec-
ognised authority
on rare and unusual |~ /g
fish and shellfish
in Irish waters told
Marine Times,
“The Almaco
Amberjack (S.
rivoliana) has a circum-tropical distribution
in the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic Oceans.
The species attains a maximum weight of
about 60 kg. S. rivoliana was first reported
from European Atlantic waters during Au-
gust 1984 when a specimen, measuring 27.5
cm, was captured in a trammel net in Elbery
Cove, near Torquay, south Devon, UK.

Over the last 35 years, the species has
been recorded with increasing frequency
from the western Mediterranean Sea, and
progressively northwards via Northwest
Spain, Bay of Biscay, to the Channel
Islands.”

He added, At least nine species of
Amberjacks (Seriola spp.) are recognised
worldwide. Although they are generally
found in tropical and sub-tropical wa-
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New slipway and hardstanding extension at Lehartf

ters, four species have occasionally been
recorded from temperate European Atlantic
waters: Greater Amberjack (S. dumerili),
Almaco Amberjack (S. rivoliana), Guinean
Amberjack (S. carpenteri), and Lesser Am-
berjack (S. fasciata), including two from
Irish waters (S. dumerili and S. rivoliana).

“The Greater Amberjack has a simi-
lar worldwide
circum-tropical
distribution as the
Almaco Amber-
jack. S. dumerili
attains a maximum
weight of about
80.6 kg. 8. dumeri-
\ _ li was first reported
" from European
Atlantic waters
during September 1951 when a specimen,
measuring 45.2 cm, was captured in the
Salcombe Estuary, south Devon, UK.

“Since then, several more specimens
have been recorded from European Atlantic
waters, including Northwest Spain, Bay of
Biscay, and Channel Islands. During Oc-
tober 1990, a Greater Amberjack weighing
900 g, was captured at Kilkee, Co Clare,
and represents the most northerly record
trom the NE Atlantic to date.

“Since the early 1950s, S. dumerili, S.
rivoliana, S. carpenteri and S. fasciata have
significantly extended their range in the
Northeast Atlantic from the Mediterranean
and northwards into temperate European
Atlantic waters, possibly in response to
increasing sea water temperatures,” he

concluded.

an Harbour, Lough wﬂly,

completed by Donegal County Council. Photo courtesy Dugald Macfarlane

Some notable retirements in Killybegs as Conal ‘Seagull’ Breslin has washed out
his last tank on the Atlantic Challenge and Steve Mc Sharry skipper of the Atlantic
Challenge has also retired after returning from his last fishing trip on 27th Febru-
ary. A few good years of fishing experience between these two sea dogs and an
odd good story. Enjoy your retirement. Many thanks to www.killybegsonline.org
for the photo.
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news from Castletownbere

Helen Riddell

Photo courtesy Anne Marie Cronin Photography

Naval Commemoration

The Naval Service held a special
commemoration on Thursday January 30th
to mark the 30th anniversary of one of their
former comrades, Leading Seaman Michael
Quinn who died while helping to save the
crew of a Spanish trawler during a storm in
Berechaven.

On the night of January 30th, 1990,
a Spanish trawler with 17 crew onboard
was blown on to rocks near Roancarrig
Lighthouse in a force 8 gale. The naval
vessel LE Deirdre, which was anchored off
Bere Island, deployed an inflatable boat
with Leading Seaman Michael Quinn (27)
and Able Seaman Paul Kellet (31) onboard.
However, in treacherous sea conditions
their boat capsized. Paul Kellet managed to
reach the shoreline, and flag down a passing
Garda car. Michael Quinn tragically
drowned in the incident.

An RAF Sea King helicopter, and
some nearby merchant vessels, along with
lifeboats from Baltimore and Valentia
joined in the search for Michael Quinn and
rescued the crew of the Spanish fishing
boat. The following morning, an Air Corps
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Dauphin helicopter recovered the body of
Leading Seaman Quinn.

The then King of Spain, Juan Carlos
posthumously awarded the Spanish Cross
of Naval Merit to Leading Seaman Quinn.
The Irish government awarded him a
posthumous DSM (Distinguished Service
Medal) ‘in recognition of his unselfish
bravery and devotion to duty.’

To mark the anniversary the crew of LE
James Joyce laid a wreath at the spot where
the tragedy occurred near Roancarrig. At
the same time a commemoration was held
at Haulbowline Naval base where wreaths
were laid by Defence Forces Chief of Staff,
Vice Admiral Mark Mellett, and one of
Mr Quinn’s three sisters, Angela Dunne. A
representative of the Spanish embassy was
also in attendance.

Fisherman Medevaced from Beara

A fisherman from the Faroe Islands was
medevaced from a trawler 10km off Dursey
Island late in late February, following
an accident. The incident happened
approximately 400km off the Cork coast in
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Ardgroom Men'’s Shed with their traditional currach which they have been building
(I-r): John Weston, John Joe Hartnett, Sean Sullivan, David Nolan, Donie Murphy,
Mick Brennan, John Joe Sullivan. Photo courtesy Anne Marie Cronin Photography

heavy seas. The 70-metre trawler Aortic
Voyager which is registered in the Faroe
Islands steamed closer to the coastline to
come within helicopter range. The Irish
Coast Guard Waterford based helicopter
Rescue 117 successfully winched the man
off the trawler and transported him to Cork
University Hospital for treatment.

Ardgroom Men’s Group

A men’s group in Ardgroom on the Beara
Peninsula have spent the past few months
building a traditional currach from scratch,
with help from a former prop builder on the
award winning television series Game of
Thrones.

The Ardgroom Men’s Group, undertook
the project to take them through the winter
months, enlisting the help of craftsman and
boat builder Dave Nolan from Macroom
who had previously worked as a resident
boat builder on the Game of Thrones
production team, constructing boats used in
key battle scenes in the series. The group
plan to launch the currach this summer.

The Ardgroom Men’s Group was formed
four years ago as a means to combat rural
isolation, and currently have around 20
members. The group meet every Thursday
at 8pm in the Caha Centre, Ardgroom. The
group are hosting a fundraising Come Dine
With Us evening on Friday March 27th
in the Caha Centre, Ardgroom. Enjoy a
three course meal, cooked and served by
the men’s group for only €20 per person.
Money raised will to towards funding the
currach project. Places are limited, to book
contact Sean on 087 2033699.

St Patrick’s Day

The organisers of the Castletownbere
St Patrick’s Day Parade are busy planning
this year’s event which will take place
on Tuesday March 17th. All businesses,
voluntary groups, schools and individuals
are encouraged to take part in what is
always a highlight of the town’s year.
Anyone who is interested in being part of
the parade is asked to contact Anne Marie
Cronin on 087 2386068,

Beara Community School Time
Capsule

In 1995 to mark the end of European
Nature Conservation year, Transition
Year students at Scoil Phobail Bheéara,
participated in a joint Ireland/UK project
called 20/20 Vision. The project involved
researching topics including; landscape and
environment, farming, fishing, education,
teenage lifestyle and environmental
awareness in Beara. Students recorded how
these topics were in the past in the 1970s,
how they were at that time in 1995 and
their predictions as to how they might be in
2020.

The material they put together included
audiotapes, video tapes, written reports and
photographs and stored in a time capsule
that was registered with the Council of
Europe Offices in Strasbourg and the
National Library of Ireland.

The school will now be opening the time
capsule on Friday March 13th at 7.30pm at
the school, and hope as many of those from
the class involved will be able to attend.

Anger as Rubble is
Dumped in Beara
Historic Lobster Ponds

IFA call for dumping crackdown
highlighted as Castletownbere
Harbour Master prepares Report

To support the IFA’s recent call for
greater controls on illegal dumping,
an environmental group has pub-
lished on its website (friendsofthei-
rishenvironment.org) photographs of
thousands of tons of illegally dumped
demolition and construction waste
which have destroyed historic Lob-
ster Ponds on the Beara peninsula.

The Lobster Ponds, located just outside
Castletownbere, were large concrete tidal
enclosures built in the last century to hold
lobsters during the year for the lucrative
Christmas French market. Photographs
published in a Site Report on the website
of Friends of the Irish Environment show
the structure now almost entirely filled with
rubble, including construction materials
dumped beyond the Ponds into Berehaven
Bay itself.

The IFA is calling this week for ‘urgent
action’ to address the increase of dumping,
citing ‘builders’ rubble” as a particular cause
for concern. They are meeting with the
Department of Environment in the coming
weeks seeking changes in the waste man-
agement laws to stop ‘reckless’ behaviour.

Tony Lowes, one of the Directors of the
locally based Friends of the Irish Environ-
ment, told the Southern Star this week that
the ‘scale of dumping at the Lobster Ponds
is widespread in Beara with no enforcement
and a scoff law attitude — with residents too
scared to speak out publicly’.

He explained that the group was alerted
to the dumping by an anonymous letter,
whose author said the activities and the
operator were well known locally but that
no one would speak out for fear of social
ostracization. Mr. Lowes said that they had
reported the matter to the Council, who had
passed it on the Area Planner, and to the
Harbourmaster, under whose jurisdiction
the Foreshore there lies with the Castle-
townbere Harbour Authority.

‘The Harbour Master responded more
quickly than any other agency we have
ever approached’, Mr. Lowes said, ‘with
Harbourmaster Cormac McGinley and
an officer from the Marine Engineering
Division in Tralee making a site inspection
within 24 hours’.

Mr. McGinley told the Southern Star
that “The Lobster Ponds are now private
property and we are investigating what
seems to be large amounts of building rub-
ble dumped into the Ponds’. A spokesman
for Cork County Council also confirmed
to the Southern Star that a report is being
prepared.

‘We would support the IFA in their
efforts to put an end to what is widespread
illegal dumping of this kind of waste in
particular, and have forwarded our Report
on to them’, Mr. Lowes added.
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Will the UK Deliver on its Post-Brexit

Fishing Promises?

The Pew Charitable Trusts is an independent non-profit, non-govern-
mental organisation, founded in 1948. It has been described as having
over US$6 billion in assets and its stated mission is to serve the public
interest by “improving public policy, informing the public and invig-
orating civic life using evidence-based, non-partisan analysis to solve
today’s challenges.” It has published this article analysing the draft UK
Fisheries Bill and the British fishing industry situation post-Brexit. It
is written by Andrew Clayton who directs what the Trusts’ describe as
their “efforts to end overfishing in North-Western Europe.”

In our International News pages this month (pages 22 and 23)
we report that ‘UK FISHERMEN DON’T TRUST THE BRITISH GOV-
ERNMENT’.What happens in UK waters is of vital importance to
the Irish fishing industry. At the Marine Times we felt this article
reflects another opinion about this issue in which our readers would

be interested.

The UK government has long said
it wants to become a “world leader” in
fisheries management and, following the
publication of the draft UK Fisheries Bill,
decision makers have a chance to achieve
that. But doing so will require firm commit-
ments. The Bill presents an opportunity for
the UK to show it has learned lessons from
good and bad fisheries management around
the globe and will move toward sustain-
able stewardship of its fish stocks, many of
which are still being overfished.

UK leaders already had opportunities to
learn from their unsuccessful attempts over
the past two years to agree this legislation.
The first draft of the Bill, proposed in Octo-
ber 2018, was pre-empted by a Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
press release praising the legislation for
its sustainability provisions and inviting
journalists to write about this element of the
story before they’d seen the text.

Unfortunately, the text did not match that
rhetoric: the Bill would have created a flex-
ible “framework™ for fisheries decisions but
few binding requirements and would have
left much of the UK’s fishing policies to be
determined later at the discretion of future
Secretaries of State.

The new Bill, published on 30 Janu-
ary—and promoted with the same advance
press release tactic—includes improve-
ments in some areas but also repeats many
of the same flaws. It strengthens objectives
and mechanisms to achieve sustainability
fishery by fishery or stock by stock and
maintains the objective to restore stocks to
productive levels—mirroring the goals of
the European Union’s Common Fisheries
Policy. But the legislation also has a wor-
rying lack of clarity on the annual controls
on fishing pressure needed to achieve this.
Rather than stating a clear requirement to
fish sustainably each year, the Bill includes
a complex structure of sometimes optional
“management plans™ that may or may not
achieve the objective stock by stock.

The message from Ministers still seems
to be that the UK government might need
flexibility to fish some stocks unsustainably
in some years, so this is a critical area in
which the wording needs to be tightened.
After all, ending overfishing will benefit
people—including the fishing industry—
and fish stocks in the long term. And, in
fact, continued overfishing will end up
hurting the industry more than any other
stakeholder, so it is in fishing and seafood

companies’ best interests to support policies
that lead to sustainability.

As decades of fisheries management
confirm, an official policy of “trust us”
doesn’t work. Successful fisheries man-
agers, including in the US, drove down
overfishing, restored stocks, and restored
high-yield fisheries by setting binding limits
into law and sticking to them. Elsewhere,
broad intentions to recover stocks at some
point in future decades, in the absence of
limits on fishing pressure, deliver the oppo-
site outcomes with decades-long recovery
timelines.

And the “trust us” approach has led to
EU policymakers publicly agreeing to bold
stock recovery objectives while meeting
behind closed doors each December to set
unsustainably high catch limits for the next
12 months.

This failure to safeguard fish populations
and the fisheries that rely on them is not be-
cause Ministers are uniquely ineffective or
because unregulated, unreported, or illegal
fishing is happening over the horizon. It’s
not even because of climate or chemistry
changes in the water, although none of
these things help. It’s because Ministers
are under huge political pressure to reject
cuts to fishing limits and secure increases
in catches the following year. Worsening
overfishing becomes a very real risk if the
UK and EU also disagree on their relative
shares of each fishery during their talks in
the coming year(s).

It’s not too late for parliamentarians in
the UK to improve the Bill by inserting
a requirement to limit fishing pressure
each year to the scientifically determined
maximum sustainable level, itself an
unambitious safeguard. Or require genuine
ecosystem-based management that would
address the looming productivity decreases
and changing distribution of stocks that sci-
entists anticipate as climate change affects
fisheries around the UK. At the very least,
the Bill should emulate other successful
fisheries management regimes, such as the
US system, by requiring recovery of deplet-
ed stocks in a specific time frame.

The UK will still share management of
many stocks with the EU and Norway. To
deliver the “world leading” fisheries man-
agement it has promised, the UK will need
to demonstrate leadership in its own waters
and among its local partners first.

Changing policy is a long and often slow process, but is essential to en-
sure the survival of dependent island communities, says Seamus Bonner,
Secretary of the Irish Islands Marine Resource Organisation, writing this
month’s column where he makes the point that fishing and seafaring is a
central facet of life on the offshore islands

IRISH ISLANDS MARINE RESOURCE ORGANISATION

It Is Important for All Sectors of
the Irish Industry to Pull Together

Fishing and seafaring is a central facet of life on our offshore islands.
For as long as people have lived on our islands, islanders have worked
on and travelled over the oceans that surround us. Seafaring is a skillset
that is highly valued by islanders even in today’s time of changes where
not as many make their living directly from, or on, the sea.

The Irish Islands Marine Resource
Organisation, or IIMRO for short, was
founded as a national organisation in 2014
to organise and provide a united voice for
islanders in matters relating to the marine.
The IIMRO organisation has its origins in a
group founded in 2006 by Donegal island-
ers who worked to secure a future for island
fishermen and now represents small scale
island fishers from Donegal, Mayo, Galway
and Cork. Many years were spent working
at an EU and national level and resulted in
islands being afforded special recognition in
the 2012 EU Common
Fisheries Policy and
the 2014 publication
of a Joint Oireachtas
report on sustaining
island and coastal
communities.

Changing policy
is a long and often

representation on the EU North Western
Waters Advisory Council and works with
various MEPs to highlight issues relevant
to small scale fishers in the EU parliament.
Work continues at a national level to deliver
the priorities identified in the joint Oireach-
tas report required for full participation, in
restoring stocks, establishing local manage-
ment of the fishery resource and the routes
to market for such a seasonal fleet.

IIMRO works with all political parties
and continues to make constructive con-
tributions to many national consultations

on areas such as the
upcoming EU Marine
Strategy Framework
Directive, the Ma-
rine Spatial Planning
process, the European

e . Maritime and Fisher-

ies Fund and meeting
elected representatives

slow process, but is
essential to ensure the
survival of dependent
island communities
where other employ-
ment opportunities can
be limited and the rich
marine heritage em-
bedded in all aspects
of island life needs

to be preserved and
protected.

Following the launch of the Joint
Oireachtas report on island and coastal
fisheries on Inis Oirr in 2014 a number
of recommendations were identified and
prioritised by island fishermen. These rec-
ommendations developed by the cross-party
Dail committee covered topics such as
social welfare reform for share fishermen,
access to quota and representative structures
by the small scale fleet, as well as managed
areas for fishery enhancement.

The priorities are not the easiest to
deliver but are central to many of the issues
that face the island small scale fishing fleets
day-to-day and will ensure the long term
survival of island fishing communities.
Work has continued for the last number of
years in conjunction with other small scale
fishery representative organisations across
Europe such as the LIFE platform and
their member organisations. IMRO have

= at all levels to ensure
island fisher voices are
- heard.

IIMRO are working
with other partners
such as Trinity College
Dublin, on the EU
funded COSUSTAIN
~ = project which is
- looking at innovative
governance models for
==% fisheries on the islands

with a focus on co-management and com-

munity initiatives. One such initiative was
the recent recognition of navigation land-
marks used on the islands, and elsewhere,
in the UNESCO catalogue of intangible
cultural heritage.

Recognition is a vital first step and
work continues to record and preserve our
precious cultural heritage for future gen-
erations. As we enter the uncharted waters
of the Brexit negotiations it is important
for all sectors of the Irish Industry to pull
together for the sake of all our fishers. As
active members of national and European
networks IIMRO represents our members
interests in challenging times, indeed noth-
ing new to Irish Islanders.

Further info: www.iimro.org; www.life-
platform.eu; www.belongingtothesea.com
www.nationalinventoryich.chg.gov.ie/
marcanna-na-talamh/
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International Fishing

and Maritime News

UK Fishermen Don’t Trust
the British Government

The introduction of legislation to the House of Commons giving the UK
Government the power to declare itself an independent coastal state and
manage its stocks outside of EU control has not convinced the British fishing
industry that it will get what it wants — total control of fishing in UK waters.
There is a fear that fishing will be used in the bargaining of a deal with the
EU, even though Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said that his government
has no fear of leaving the EU without a trade deal. The Scottish Government
has made clear that it is determined to “protect and advance Scotland’s
fishing interests” while the National Federation of Fishermen, based in York,
England, has said the promise to ‘take back’ control of British fisheries must
mean a complete break from “current unfair” EU regulations.

What is apparent is that there is more
distrust than trust placed in the UK gov-
ernment delivering fully on what it has
promised to fishermen.

The Scottish Fishermen's Federation
and the NFFO organised a meeting at
Westminster which was attended by 100
Parliamentarians “to enable the UK to se-
cure maximum benefit from its new status
as an independent coastal state.”

Chief Executives Barrie Deas of the
NFFO and Elspeth Macdonald of SFF
made a joint statement which said: “With
control of access to UK waters we can en-
sure that UK fishermen get a fair deal on
quotas, revive coastal communities across
the country and grow our industry’s role
as a world leader in sustainable fishermen
management. The UK government has
made promises to the fishing industry that
they will act to realise the opportunities
of Brexit for the industry. As an indepen-
dent coastal state we can break free of the
current unfair arrangements that see EU
vessels catch more than 60 per cent of the
fish that are caught in UK waters.”

The Scottish Fisheries Secretary, Fer-
gus Ewing, pointed out that fisheries “is a
devolved power,” extended to Scotland.

“It is disappointing that the Fisheries
Bill still allows the UK government to
set quotas for stocks in Scottish waters,
despite assurances that this is not their in-
tention. The UK government has failed to
adopt the amendments that we provided to
ensure that Scottish fisheries are managed
by Scottish Ministers.

“As with much of Brexit it appears that
once again the UK government is ignoring
the devolved process. We are seriously

concerned that Scotland still does not have
its own place at international fisheries nego-
tiations as a matter of right. We still have no
clarity or certainty over funding to support
future investment in our fishing industry.”

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation
added a clarification of its views, which
would be of interest to Irish fishermen: “We
have never said that we wanted to deny
EU vessels the opportunity to fish in UK
waters post-Brexit. Our consistent position
has been that we want unfettered control
over access. Then, as a coastal state, we
can negotiate with the EU and others on an
annual basis in international forums. This
is what Norway, Iceland and Faroes do.
Over time this will allow the UK to obtain
a much fairer share of the quota in its own
waters than the 40 per cent it is entitled to
under the CFP.”

“The Scottish fishing industry is not a
bargaining chip, but a sector that has been
subjected to a historic wrong that needs to
be put right,” warned the SFF Chief Exec-
utive McDonald on the day when the UK
formally exited from the EU.

The strong message she gave was that
“failure by the government” to gain full
control of access to UK waters in the next
phase of Brexit negotiations would be a
“colossal betrayal of the fishing industry.”

That appears to be the core of what may
yet be a major internal battle in the UK
about fisheries, which could be particularly
important in regard to the financial sector, a
major part of London and Britain’s econo-
my.

Two contradictory viewpoints centre

around the British financial sector which is
pressing its concern on the UK government

to be prioritised in negotiations with the
EU, as essential to economic stability. The
Financial Times newspaper and Reuters
reported that sources in three international
banks has expressed concern that access

to EU markets would depend on a broader
trade-off, such as Britain allowing contin-
ued access, the same as at present, to fishing
in its waters and they would not be happy
with the government if it would not do so.

The UK fishing industry is valued at 160
times less than financial services. There are
8,000 employed in fishing compared with
more than a million in finance. The EU is
Britain’s biggest financial services export
market, worth stg26 billion according to
reports.

The Scotsman reported that Charles
Grant, Director of the Centre for Europe-
an Reform, had told MPs of the Scottish
Parliament that a senior UK government
official in Whitehall had told him that Boris
Johnson's government was prepared to bar-
gain fishing for a deal on financial services.

There is no certainty about what will
happen.

ABERDEEN
Discard Problem Caused by EU Quo-
tas Based on 50-year-old Data

Another example of how the EU should
respond to the UK has been shown in a
study revealing that EU-decided quotas are
based out-of-date information that is 50
years old!

“It is no wonder that the UK fieet has
such a massive discard problem in the
North Sea. The population of hake in-
creased five-fold in the last decade, and
much of it is now in the North Sea.” This
was the view expressed by Professor Paul
Fernandes, a Fisheries Scientist at the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen’s School of Biological
Sciences in Scotland who led research into
stock populations in European waters which
has shown that catch share is significantly
out of kilter relative to actual fish distribu-
tions.

Fish quotas are based on data from
almost 50 years ago and have failed to keep
up with moving populations as a result
of warming oceans and recovery from
overfishing. In the North Sea, for example,
the UK is allocated less than 1% of the
total hake catch, yet more than 28% of the
population are in UK waters.

Professor Paul Fernandes said that there
are similar, though less severe, discrepan-
cies for other species such as cod, haddock,
whiting, saithe, plaice, herring and monk-
fish.

The study has been published in the
journal ‘Conservation Letters’ and ad-
vocates a system where quota shares are
allocated based on the actual distributions
of fish rather than historical data. Professor
Fernandes has proposed a new formula of
zonal attachment, taking into account adult
and juvenile fish and the movement of fish
between areas.

“The European Union would not re-
consider quota allocations, in spite of the
overwhelming evidence of changing fish
patterns, because it’s very contentious.
However, with the UK becoming an inde-
pendent coastal state, there is an opportuni-
ty to do something more sensible,” he said.

SCOTLAND

Salmon An Extraordinary Success

Underlining the importance of exports
to the EU for the UK seafood industry, the
EU accounted for 56 per cent of the vol-
ume of global Scottish salmon exports and
52 per cent of the value last year. Those
figures were revealed when Scottish
farmed salmon exports rose to a record
value of stg £618 million in 2019, That is
an increase of 22 per cent on 2018. Ton-
nage exported increased by 26 per cent to
more than 94,000 tonnes. Exports grew
in 17 of the top 20 markets, with France,
the US and China remaining the biggest
destinations. A total of 54 countries im-
ported Scottish salmon. For the third year
running, France emerged as the largest
market, with sales worth stg£221 million,
followed by the US (stg£179 million), and
China (stg£59 million). Exports to the US
grew in volume of 28 per cent year, with
exports of 25,000 tonnes. A decline in
exports to China of 11 per cent was offset
by growth elsewhere in Asia, to countries
including Taiwan and Japan, resulting in
almost stg £97 million worth of Scottish
salmon exported to the region.

L

The CEO of the Scottish Salmon Pro-
ducers’ Organisation, Julie Hesketh-Laird
(pictured above with Rural Economy
Secretary Fergus Ewing), said: “Scottish
salmon is an extraordinary success. Such
record-breaking performance is hugely
encouraging and reflects the excellent
reputation which Scottish salmon has in
international markets. It is also a good
environmental story, with its small carbon
footprint and low water use, plus global
recognition of its taste, quality and prov-
enance is clearly understood in almost
every corner of the globe.

*Salmon’s continued export success
sustains more than 2,300 jobs in Scot-
land, mostly in sparsely populated rural
areas. This has led to substantial sums
being re-invested into local communities,
providing much-needed employment and
economic support.”

She added: ‘These latest export suc-
cesses represent a trail blazer for other
Scottish food overseas and provide a
further reminder of the importance of
salmon, both to the Scottish economy and
to the food and drink sector.’

UNITED NATIONS
Making Fish Less Harmful to Marine
Species

Fifty million US dollars has been spent
on a five-year programme by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organ-
isation to protect international waters’
biodiversity by rendering fishing in these
waters less harmful to several marine spe-
cies, including sea turtles and tuna. The
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Common Oceans Program was on “inter-
national waters” — those beyond national
jurisdiction which account for over 90 per
cent of the oceans and 40% of the Earth’s
area, according to the FAO.

“Keeping international waters healthy
and preserving their rich biodiversity have
long been a challenge for marine areas
that do not fall under the responsibility of
any one country,” said Maria Helena Se-
medo, the FAO’s Deputy Director-General
for Climate and Natural Resources.

“The Program has brought together a
broad and unique partnership to tackle
this challenge by promoting the sustain-
able management of fishery resources and
ecosystem-based practices, with some out-
standing results. We hope to expand this
initiative which has ensure that eight out
of thirteen major commercial tuna stocks
no longer experience fishing, reducing
bycatch and marine pollution, establishing
eighteen new vulnerable marine eco-
systems and raising awareness on ocean
issues to strengthen decision-making.

Consideration is being given to ex-
tending the programme with the aim of
continuing to strengthen governance in
international waters and reinforce mea-
sures to combat illegal, unregulated and
unreported fishing.

INDIA

Foreign Investment Sought

The 22nd India International Seafood
Show was dominated by a call for more
foreign investment to boost the country’s
seafood industry. The Marine Products
Export Development Authority, which

is the agency of the Union Ministry of
Commerce and Industry and the Seafood
Export Association of India, outlined a
strategy to promote the sector comprising
an increase in productivity, expansion of
aquaculture, diversification of species,
improvement in infrastructure, brand pro-
motion, increasing added value to seafood
products and increasing the number of
trade promotion offices. At present the
industry only contributes 1 per cent to the
gross domestic product of India.

AUSTRALIA
Fish Stocks in Good Condition

Australian fish stocks have been re-
ported as being “in good condition™ in an
assessment of the biological status of fish
stocks across twenty-two fisheries.

The Fishery Status Report by the
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Re-
source Economics and Sciences said that
the government’s Fisheries Management
Authority effectively manages fisheries on
behalf of the Australian community.

“All fish stocks solely managed by
AFMA maintained their status as not

subject to overfishing and not overfished,
showing that the partnership of managers,
the fishing industry and scientists continues
to deliver good decisions in the interest of
sustainability,” the report says. The eco-
nomic contribution of the commercial fish-
ing industry has a gross value of production
for wild-catch fisheries at AUS$1.79 billion
in 2017-18. From an environmental per-
spective, there were no concerning issues or
trends identified in relation to the outcomes
of ecological risk assessments or interac-
tions with protected species.

While confirming that management
outcomes remain largely on track, the report
also pointed to areas where improvement is
needed, with some jointly-managed stocks
by commercial interests said to be showing
overfishing, primarily striped marlin in the
Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery.

INDONESIA

Commitment To Sustainable Fishing

Indonesia is the second largest fish
producer in the world, according to statis-
tics and its catch volumes are increasing.
Because of concern about over-fishing
the Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs
and Fisheries and the Marine Stewardship
Council have signed a ‘Memorandum of
Understanding’ affirming a joint commit-
ment to sustainable fishing. This will focus
on increasing accessibility of the MSC’s
programme to fisheries in Indonesia.

The Ministry’s Secretary General,
Nilanto Perbowo, said the intention is for
the MSC *“to assist the Indonesian govern-
ment in giving global market recognition
for Indonesian fisheries products that are
free from illegal, unreported and unreported
fishing as a premium product. We hope the
MSC can push Indonesian fisheries product
to the global market”.

The Indonesian government has been
working with stakeholders to overcome
some of the challenges facing wild-capture
fisheries, such as overfishing. The MSC
says it initiated the *Fish for Good’ project
to support these efforts and is working with
the Indonesian government, small-scale
fisheries and stakeholders towards more
sustainable fishing practices.

NORWAY
Exports to China Blocked by Russia

A plan to export salmon from Norway to
China by train has been stopped by the Rus-
sian government. They were to have been
carried by rail for 6,500 kms (4,000 miles)
from Narvik, via Finland and through Mos-
cow. It would have been one of the longest
train journeys carrying freight in the world.
There have been discussions about such a
project for many years. The first train was
to run in February but Russian authorities
did not give approval for the export of the
fresh salmon. The ten-day journey was re-
garded as a response to environmental crit-
icism of the number of flights carrying sea-
food and alleged road congestion caused by

fish trucks” Environmentalists find various
reasons to obstruct the aquaculture indus-
try in Norway. A new technology product,
BluWrap. doubling the life of foodstuffs
was to keep the salmon fresh throughout
the journey. Depending on the number of
refrigerated wagons, each salmon train
journey could have eliminated the need for
dozens of flights. The halting of the plan
had nothing to do with the coronavirus in
China. Russian has, apparently, changed its
rules about overland transportation of fresh
food. A decision from Russia about operat-
ing the train is awaited in Narvik.

ICELAND
Nephrops Quota Allows for Monitoring

- T

The Marine Research Institute in
Norway has recommended a 214 tonne
nephrops quota for 2020 which fishermen
say is just enough for the state of the stock
to be monitored. The Institute has defended
the small quota as “enough to allow the
strength and distribution of nephrops to be
monitored this year.”

Two areas should be completely closed
to fishing for nephrops to protect juveniles,
the Institute has said. It has also proposed
that trawling for groundfish should be
closed in a number of areas. Last year the
nephrops stock was judged to have de-
creased by 20%. Indications are that recruit-
ment to the nephrops stock is at its lowest
for many years. The Institute says that the
stock will continue to decline.

CANADA
Prime Minister Accused of Reckless
Behaviour Towards Fish Farming

The President and Chief Executive of
the Canadian Aquaculture Industry Alliance
has accused the country’s Prime Minister
of trying to introduce a “reckless policy,
not grounded in science,” that will threaten
hundreds of jobs across Canada.

Tim Kennedy said that Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau’s plan to ban net pen salmon
farming in British Columbia threatened the
industry.

Trudeau announced late in his election

campaign in the Autumn that he wanted to
transition net pen farming in BC to closed
containment systems by 2025, a move the
industry described as ‘reckless” and trying
to curry favour with environmentalists.

A government report by Canada’s
Department of Fisheries and Oceans into
different production systems for salmon
farming in BC found that a complete
move to land-based sites by 2025 would
involve several hurdles. Land-based RAS
and hybrid systems are the two technolo-
gies ready for commercial development in
BC, it said. Floating closed containment
require two-to-five years of further review
and offshore technologies may require
five-to-ten years of review, said the report.
Challenges to land-based RAS grow-out
facilities were identified as including
shortage of a trained workforce, fish qual-
ity, fish health, broodstock development,
energy efficiency, stocking densities and
financial risks.

The report has suggested that to use the
new technologies, several things need to
align better, including national legislation
and a policy to clarify the requirements
for aquaculture in terms of environmental
and social performance.

GENDER EQUALITY
Sought in Seafood industry

The International Association for
Women in the Seafood Industry has called
for greater gender equality in the seafood
industry, to meet United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals which were
adopted in 2015 to challenge inequality.
The fisheries and aquaculture industries
have devised numerous actions for seas
and marine resource sustainability, but
have been identified as lagging behind on
gender equality. The seafood industry has
been described as, if it were a country, “it
would be one of the most gender unequal
in the world.” The WSI has stated that
industry leaders are predominantly males,
unaware of the actual gender imbalance
and the detrimental impacts on the sector
as a whole. It says that a survey it carried
out showed that “55% of male industry
leaders consider that this problem is
solved and 85% don’t pay attention to
it.” It said that gender equalities benefit
business and has called on fishing and
aquaculture stakeholders, corporations,
professional organisations and NGOs to
“devise projects to help achieve a better
gender balance.”
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IRISH WHALE AND DOLPHIN GROUP
IWDG NEWS

There is a ‘new kid on the block’ in the dolphin
world, in terms of a regular visitor to Galway, who
has chosen Nimmo'’s Pier in the Claddagh area

of the city as his berth. Appropriately, the ‘new-
bie’— though now a visitor for five years - is named
Nimmeo and the regular visits have been recorded by
the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group whose Sightings
““ Officer, Padraig Whooley, says this is a wonderful

opportunity for Galwegians to observe a wild dolphin close to a city centre.
Could ‘Nimmo’ be a counterpart of the famous ‘Fungi’in Dingle?

Reflections on Winter

With the stretch in the days and Febru-
ary behind us, we can reflect on Cetacean
activity this winter and look ahead to what
we might expect this coming spring. Anal-
ysis of cetacean activity over a winter pe-
riod at these Latitudes is likely to be brief.
This reflects as much on the prevailing
poor winter weather in the North Atlantic,
than any notions we may have about the
presence or absence of animals.

Harbour Porpoises.
Photo Padraig Whooley IWDG

IWDG has still validated over 60
sightings of four cetacean species since
January 1, of which the harbour porpoise,
makes up just over 50%. The harbour
porpoise, known in the Kerry Gaeltacht
as ‘An Toithin,’ 1s our smallest whale and
is quite common for this species. They
have showed quite well along the East
Coast. In second place was the bottlenose
dolphin with a good run of sightings
along the East Antrim coast between the
mouth of Belfast harbour and Red Bay in
January

Promenading in Galway

The most noteworthy bottlenose
sighting to date this winter has been of an
individual who will be familiar to many
wildlife enthusiasts who regularly walk
along the Galway promenade.

oSS

Nimmo pictured in Galwﬁy by Margaux Pierrel

On January 28 IWDG received and
validated a sighting by Andrew Morgans of
a solitary “dolphin™ off the Nimmo’s Pier
area of Galway Docks. Given the location
and circumstances, we are confident this is
another inter annual re-sighting of the adult
bottlenose dolphin known, perhaps not
surprisingly, as ‘Nimmo’. Hopefully this
will be the first of many such records we’ll
receive of him/her in the coming months.

This sighting brings to five, the number
of consecutive years that IWDG has tracked
this individual in the inner Galway Bay area
and specifically around Nimmo’s Pier. He/
she first came to our attention in 2015, and
has since been recorded on 82 days. Similar
perhaps to our humpback whales along the
Southwest, the data suggests that “‘Nimmo’
is appearing earlier most years. It’s also in-
teresting to look at the number and span of
sightings year-on-year, which tells us that
not only is ‘Nimmo” arriving earlier most
years, but also staying longer. While this
could be an artefact of increased awareness
of its presence and more people reporting to
IWDG, the data suggests that this area now
represents important core feeding habitat
for ‘Nimmo.’

This is a wonderful opportunity for
Galwegians to observe a wild dolphin close
to a city centre and often within clear view
of the shoreline, where optics may not even
be necessary to see it. So it will be very
interesting to see how ‘Nimmo’ gets on this
year and how long he/she will remain in
the area, if at all. We ask people to report
any sightings of *Nimmo’ over the coming
months. It is your daily reports that help us
build the all-important bigger picture as to
how populations use all Irish waters and
how individuals use local waters.

Whale Reports and Storm
Batterings

It’s been very quiet on the whale front,
with just two confirmed sightings reports
of fin whales off the Ling Rocks south of
Cork harbour and Hook Head, Co. Wexford
on January 21/22. Sightings of late season
fin whales along the Celtic Sea are not
uncommon and coincide with the presence
of spawning herring and sprat in traditional
spawning grounds in places like Dunmore
East.

It is very likely that there were a lot more
fin whales and perhaps even some hump-
backs spread out over a wide area extending
from East Cork along the Waterford coast,
towards the Hook Peninsula, but even the
planet’s second largest animal is difficult
to spot without calm seas and clear skies,
which have been in short supply in recent
weeks. So it’s quite likely that our paltry
two whale records say more about the suc-
cession of Atlantic storms that have battered
our coastline than it does about the whales.

With humpback whales arriving off the
Azores in recent weeks, it seems reasonable
to assume that the Southbound migration to
the tropical breeding grounds off the Cape
Verdes and Carribbean is well underway.
Although there is evidence that not every
whale makes this long migration, it’s likely
that a few hardy or lonely individuals chose
to over-winter at our Latitudes, or further
north. It is a long track south for a whale,
if at the end of the day you’re going to
partake in neither the making of] or giving
birth to, babies!

So for those that are either too young or
post-productive, (code for too old), staying
where the food is, may not be such a bad
alternative. Their blubber layer is more than
adequate for taking care of the cold sea
temperatures!

West Cork Conference

If you’'re interested in large whales,
or curious about their conservation and
research into these magnificent mammals
returning each year to our South coast,
then the Irish Whale & Dolphin Group is
delighted to announce *Whale Tales Cork’
on Saturday, March 28, starting at 10 a.m.
at the Celtic Ross Hotel Rosscarbery, with
an optional land-based Whalewatch at
nearby Cloghna Head between 4 and 5 p.m.
- weather permitting.’

This unique one-day event, will bring
together a diverse mix of citizen scientists,
researchers, operators and marine wildlife
enthusiasts, all passionate about whales, to
share their stories and experiences. It will
be an opportunity for the IWDG to present
its findings with members of the public who
have supported the Irish Cetacean Record-
ing Schemes over the past 25 years and to
encourage participation. It will also be an
opportunity to look ahead to the next 20
years and to explore the challenges facing
our visiting giants. All are welcome. Book-
ings on Eventbrite via IWDG.ie

Irish Whale

=
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ICES Workshop Aims
to Map Deepwater
Sharks in the North-
East Atlantic

Experts in shark biology, data
and mapping recently met at the
Marine Institute’s headquarters in
Oranmore, Co Galway to map the
distribution of deepwater sharks,
skates and chimaeras in the
North-East Atlantic Ocean. This
information will assist in under-
standing the range and habitat of
these species, underpinning future
management decisions.

The International Council Exploration of
the Seas (ICES) WKSHARKS Workshop
aims to produce maps that indicate the
area and depth of 25 species of deepwater
sharks, skates and chimaeras. This informa-
tion will be considered by the Convention
for the Protection of the Marine Environ-
ment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR)
and the North-East Atlantic Fisheries
Commission (NEAFC) to determine future
action to sustainably manage these popula-
tions. These two organisations have a joint
interest in the open north Atlantic, while
ICES scientists have unique knowledge
of the deepwater fisheries and species in
this area. Ireland, Portugal, Iceland and the
UK are the main countries involved in this
review.

Maurice Clarke, Fisheries Scientist at the
Marine Institute and WKSHARKS Work-
shop Chair said, “Sharks and rays have an
important function in maintaining balanced
and healthy marine ecosystems. Providing
scientific advice is essential to protecting
these marine species in the North-East
Atlantic. For many of these species, this
is the first time that data from European
surveys is being collated and analysed for
this purpose.”

Irish waters are home to 71 species of
sharks, skates, rays and chimaeras. These
species include some of the latest maturing
and slowest reproducing of all vertebrates,
resulting in very low population growth
rates with little capacity to recover from
overfishing and other threats such as pollu-
tion or habitat destruction.

Scientists and marine experts analysed
decades of data from research surveys in the
North Atlantic Ocean. This included nearly
30 years of data collected by Irish scientists
on board the Marine Institute’s RV Celtic
Explorer and commercial vessels.

The WKSHARKS workshop included
experts from Ireland, United Kingdom,
Portugal, France and Denmark, with other
experts contributing remotely from Norway,
lceland and the Netherlands.

ICES received a joint request from the
Convention for the Protection of the Marine
Environment of the North-East Atlantic
(OSPAR) and the North-East Atlantic
Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) to develop
distribution maps of deep-sea sharks, rays
and skates, and also to advise on methods
of mitigating bycatch of these species.
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Irish Intervention in U.S. Court Case About Titanic

International maritime lawyer Michael Kingston, who has been a
leading advocate for the rights of the relatives of the French and Irish
victims of the Betelgeuse oil tanker disaster in Bantry Bay and who
has called on the Gardai to conduct an inquiry into the State’s role

in investigating marine accidents, intervened in a case in the United

States involving the Titanic. |
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He says this was in support of “Irish
interests” because of an application by a
salvage company to penetrate the hull of
the sunken RMS Titanic for the first time.

The Court case is in the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of
Virginia, involved the salvage company
R.M.S Titanic Inc (‘RMST Inc’) seeking
permission from the Court to penetrate the
hull of the Titanic wreck for the first time,

Mr Kingston, from Goleen in West Cork,
is an international maritime expert, who
works as a consultant to the United Nations
maritime agency, the International Mari-
time Organisation. He is also Consultant
and Vice-Chairman of the Irish Cultural
Centre at Hammersmith in London. He
wrote to the Senior Judge of the Court
presiding over the case, the Honorable
Rebecca Beach Smith. RMST Inc want
to enter the wreck to retrieve its Marconi
wireless telegraph.

In his letter, supported by fellow Cork-
man and lawyer, Ciaran McCarthy, Mr
Kingston asked the Court to reject RMST
Inc’s application on the basis that “no prop-
er consultation has taken place with Ire-
land’s “Interests as a Nation’, particularly
because of the need to consider the families

of those who died, bl.;t also the ship’s other
close connections with Ireland (in Cork and
Belfast).”

Mr. Kingston has worked on the interna-
tional ‘Agreement for the protection of the
wreck of the RMS Titanic’which was rat-
ified by the United States. He says Ireland
should accede to the Agreement in order to
protect Irish interests.

In his letter to Judge Smith, Mr. Kings-
ton cited Ireland’s preservation order on the
R.M.S Lusitania, which prohibits any pene-
tration of the wreck as it is a grave site. He
said that Ireland has shown the victims the
deepest respect and that the United States
should reciprocate that respect and refuse
RMST Inc’s application.

Ciaran McCarthy B.L., is a guest lecturer
in maritime law at University College Cork
and at the UN Convention on Trade and
Development; a Lecturer at the National
Maritime College of Ireland and a former
ship’s officer. He said: “The Titanic disaster
has maintained an indelible stain on the
Irish consciousness in the more than a
century since the ship’s launching in Belfast
and the termination of its ill-fated maiden
voyage in the North Atlantic on the 14™
April 2012, It is a matter of intense con-

DORANS
Skippers Mate
Giving Skippers Peace of Mind

With an ever growing list of rules and regulation, fishing vessel owners and
skippers are finding it more time consuming and complex to adhere to the
many rules and regulations covering fishing vessels and their crews.

Doran’s are offering a service to assist skippers in complying with these regu-
lations and to give them a “Go to Person” to act as a buffer between the MSO,
SFPA, HSA and BIM etc. Talk to us today for a no obligation assessment.

Contact us to learn of our extensive range of services - Let us be your
“Go to Person” to ease the burden on busy Skippers and Owners.

Contact - Tracey Floyd Mobile: 00353-(0)862752784
e-mail: doransskippersmate@gmail.com
Website: www.doransskippersmate.wix.com/doransskippersmate

Let us help you and your crew stay safe at sea

cern that it is proposed that the hull of the
wreck, essentially the grave of over 1,500
souls, including the emigrants from Ireland
who had boarded the ship in Queenstown
in Cork on the 10™ April 2012 in search of
a new life in the United States, should be

penetrated to facilitate the removal of relics.

This proposal stands in stark contrast to the
Irish government’s continuing commitment
to the preservation order protecting the
wreck of the Lusitania which sank three
years later, while travelling in the opposite
direction with its many US victims and is
in clear defiance of the recently ratified,
“Agreement for the protection of the wreck
of the R.M.S. Titanic’. The opening of a
grave to recover items should be strenuous-
ly opposed in the absence of clear scientific
or investigative motivation, as opposed to
the ghoulish recovery of artefacts for com-
mercial gain.”

In January Mr. Kingston submitted
material to the Gardai at a meeting at Garda
Headquarters, pursuing a request to investi-
gate what he has described as “the failings
of the State in investigating maritime
accidents.” He asked for this to be done
“as a matter of urgency in order to save life
and to establish the fundamental rights of
victims in death and those of their family
members in investigations.”

The European Commission, in 2018,
held that the involvement of the Secretary
General of the Department of Transport and
the Chief Surveyor of the Irish Marine Sur-
vey Office in maritime investigations was
not impartial under EU law. It referred its
decision to the European Court of Justice,
where a date for a hearing is till awaited.

The Gardai said that correspondence
given to them by Mr. Kingston, who was
accompanied at the meeting by Independent
T.D. Mattie McGrath; Schull fisherman
Pierce O'Driscoll who has been involved in
raising issues about safety equipment and
Anne Marine O’Brien whose brother John
drowned in 2010 of Helvick Head, Co. Wa-
terford, when Patrick Esmonde also died; is
being considered.

In the Titanic case, Judge Rebecca Beach
Smith deferred a ruling on the case, after

hearing an oceanographer say that salvag-
ing the Marconi wireless telegraph “would
not be grave robbery, but a way to connect
people to the ship’s legacy and honour its
passengers.

“It’s one of those iconic artefacts, like
the signal flares that the sinking ship
launched,” said David Gallo, an oceanogra-
pher who retired from the U.S. Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution and is now a con-
sultant for R.M.S Titanic Inc., the salvage
company.

The company is also facing resistance
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), which represents
the public’s interest in the wreck site. The
US Attorney’s Office in Virginia represents
NOAA. Its lawyers argued in court doc-
uments that the proposed retrieval runs
contrary to prior court orders that prohibit
the firm from cutting holes or taking items
from the wreck.

The salvage firm has previously records
items from debris outside the wreck, includ-
ing silverware, china and gold coins.

“It seems clear that this is not simply a
‘one-off” proposal for the Marconi wire-
less telegraph, but a placeholder for future
requests to take similar actions in order
to recover other artefacts from inside the
wreck,” NOAA’s lawyers told the Court.

There was also opposition from the Mas-
sachusetts-based Titanic Historical Society
whose President, Karen Kamuda, said: “We
have been against disturbing the wreck
because it is a grave site. This request is all
about money.”

Judge Beach Smith said it was too
early for her to make any decisions on the
proposal, that she needed more details.
She intends to schedule another hearing at
“some time in the future.”

Michael Kingston told the Marine Times:
“This was a successful result. Basically the
Judge has asked RM.S Titanic Inc to go
away and think things through. The battle is
not over yet, but now we have time as a na-
tion with an interest in this as I have shown
to act now, following my intervention.”

Poots Pledges to Stand Up
for Northern Fishermen

Recently appointed Fisheries Minister Mr Edwin Poots, has vowed to
fight for the local fishing industry in Northern Ireland and support its
growth as he visited Kilkeel Harbour recently.

The Minister met with Mr Alan McCulla,
OBE, Chief Executive of the Anglo-North-
ern Ireland Fish Producers Organisation,
and representatives of Sea Source, to hear
first-hand the issues facing the Northern Ire-
land fishing industry.

After the meeting, the Minister said: “1
visited Kilkeel to see for myself the current
concerns facing our fishermen.

“I recognise the challenges faced by
our industry and will stand up for our local
fleet. I'm very keen to hear how we can

work together to help with the industry’s
ambitious plans for future development.

“We discussed potential future fishing
opportunities in the Irish Sea and even more
pressing, the need to protect and support
the industry to prosper, post-Brexit. | have
made clear that it is unacceptable for our
industry to be at any disadvantage.

“The industry has made real progress
in improving sustainability and we need to
build on this to ensure a vibrant and pros-
perous future for the industry.”
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Ireland’s Oyster Producers
Rise to Market Challenges

Sustainability, Competitiveness and Innovation
form key topics of two-day seminar

Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood Development Agency,
in association with IFA Aquaculture, recently hosted a two-day semi-
nar for members of Ireland’s vibrant oyster farming sector, valued at
€43million according to the latest (2018) Business of Seafood report.
The sold-out event, which took place in Carlingford, Co Louth, attract-
ed participants from more than 85% of businesses in the industry.
unique characteristics and diversity in taste
between brands. This strong and growing
reputation has translated into strong prices
for Irish oysters and excellence in food
safety management and stringent attention
to quality control among industry members

Speaking at the opening of the work-
shop, BIMs chief executive, Jim O’ Toole
said, “The demand for Irish oysters con-
tinues to increase in Ireland and overseas.
Consumers in Europe and Asia are active-
ly seeking out Irish oysters and cite the

it

(Above): Ireland’'s Oyster Producers Rise to Market Challenges: Sustainability,
Competitiveness and Innovation to form key topics of two-day seminar. Pictured
at the opening of the seminar are (I-r): Kian Louét, Director - Carlingford Oysters,
Teresa Morrissey, IFA Aquaculture, BIM’'s Chief Executive, Jim O'Toole and Gary
Harty, Galway Gourmet Oysters.

(Below): Some of the participants at the oyster industry workshop taking part in
site visits on Day Two to Carlingford Oyster Company. The two-day event, pre-
sented 13th-14th Feb in Carlingford in collaboration with Irish Farmers’ Associa-
tion Aquaculture, also featured talks from industry leaders on topics ranging from
health and water quality to the latest technical industry developments.

accounts for much of these successes. BIM
continues to support and work closely with
the sector. It is a sector that has enormous
potential to continue in its upwards growth
trajectory and to further benefit those
living and working in coastal communities
throughout Ireland.”

The sector enjoyed a positive year in
2018, according to the BIM Business of
Seafood report, producing an all-time high
of 10,300 tonnes of oysters and employing
1,300 people nationwide. The seminar was
taking place in an
area renowned for
its quality oyster pro-
duction and featured
presentations from
a host of experts on
practical topics of
immediate interest to ]
the Irish sector.

Despite recent
health and socio-eco-
nomic challenges - .
presented by the Asian market that have af-
fected exports Irish oyster producers remain
at the forefront of the luxury offering, with
the sector showing continued investment
in packaging and branding, focusing on
Irish oyster’s superior quality. The latest
figures show nearly 30% of Irish oysters are
now packed and branded in Ireland prior
to export, adding extra value to the sector.
While France remains our largest export
market at 74% of total export volume in
2018, we are continuing to diversify into
alternative European markets such as the
Netherlands and Belgium (2019 saw a 31%
increase in exports to the Netherlands).
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The morning session included short
‘flash’ presentations from IFA Aquacul-
ture on where we are as an industry, the
latest BIM initiatives which aim to further
promote sustainability, innovation and
competitiveness in the Oyster Sector as well
as some of the more innovative approach-
es from industry to further develop their
businesses.

The second part of the morning session
looked at some of the results from BIM’s
Bluefish Climate Change project, funded
by the Ireland Wales
® Programme. There
was an overview
. of our current trade
position and oppor-
tunities for further
expansion. Bord Bia
78 highlighted oyster
‘ promotional events
-1 in Europe throughout

2020 and the Food
o Safety Authority of

Ireland to take us
through some of the possible implications
of Brexit in terms of food safety regula-
tions.

Speakers from the Marine Institute, the
SFPA and other industry experts focussed
the afternoon session on topics such as wa-
ter quality biosecurity, biotoxins and other
environmental factors which significantly
affect both oyster production and trade.

The final aspect of the workshop was
an informed panel discussion, based on the
days presentations and addressing questions
posed by workshop attendees.
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A Trip to Beginis Island and Memories of Childhood Days

The day that dawned was fine and fair as I was reminiscing

With thoughts of friends and those I knew and the ones I'm always missing
Then with punt and paddles I off did row to Beginis Island yonder

With my mind on times and a way of life that, alas, now is no longer

And as I climbed the stony strand [ thought of long ago

With those our age we pulled around while they taught us how to row
Although that boat so long now gone, some sixty years, I'd say

The holy water carried in her bows can still be seen today

Then standing there outside the house where many’s the story told

Of sailing ships and sailor men back in the days of old

And how we blushed with childhood pride when they told us we were good
As we “helped” to beat the churn while on a chair we stood

For the Pilots Lookout I next set off, in the sky a summer sun

I passed my bother’s name in stone since Nineteen Fifty-One

For Mawma'’s ridge I moved along and next passed Garrai Garbh
God rest the souls of those I knew — Mar Taid Imeasc Na Marbh

The climbing up old Cooracooin I picked my steps with care

Ilike the view before my eyes and took in the salt-sea air

Well, what a view it was that day, I will take you through the full circle
That God did make the likes of it must surely be a miracle

Cnoc na dThobar is fine and clear today, you can see the Canon’s Cross
Famed Bi-Na-Tighe ‘bove Cahirsiveen and onward to Ardcost

And memories come flooding back when their oarsmen reigned supreme
But we’ll move on, we'll not stay long and next we see Glanleam

And Cromwell’s Fort is down below, that tyrant one of old

Though long now gone his deeds live on and would make your blood run cold
The lighthouse there before my eyes, the Blaskets ‘way Northwest

And Dingle Bay is calm today and looks its very best

The piloting, too, comes quick to mind and racing out to sea
To be the first to get on board was how it used to be

In dark of night or light of day with engine, sail or oar

Near Skellig’s Rock or Dingle Bay and when the wind did roar

When swell and seas were running high and risks were often taken
But God was good, He kept an eye — and they were not forsaken
‘Twas a way of life that’s long now gone with many tribulations

But men were men and sometimes then it had its compensations

And life was never easy then, no hand-outs for the taking

When a pound was often the worth of two while nothing else was making
Again I look at the rock once more where my father’s name still seen
Since he wrote it there so long ago in March Nineteen Fourteen

High in the sky the seagulls cry — have they too heard the story?
When friends held dear were always near in former times of glory
Though thoughts like these can oft-times please, it's sad to reminisce
On days of old and stories told and friends I will always miss

Memories, find memories that have stood the test of time
Some were good — as they would — and I remember mine
But that was then, ‘twas also when a different ‘song’ was sung
Oh God be with the long ago when all around was young.

Dan McCrohan, Valentia, 2008
(Son of Willie McCrohan of Beginis Island 1894 — 1934 and Valentia)

Dan MecCrohan: Valentia Island in the southwest of county Kerry has been linked to the mainland by
the Maurice O'Neill Memorial Bridge at Portmagee since the early 1970s. The main road leading
from the Bridge across the Island takes one to Knight’s Town, the largest settlement on the Island. A
kilometer or so off shore is the island of Beginis — roughly translates as ‘small island’. It was a deep
lifetime association with that island and its people that inspired Dan McCrohan to compose, almost
story like, the accompanying twelve four line stanzas.

Not surprisingly the McCrohan family has always been deeply involved in maritime orientated
activities. Willie, Dan’s father lived the greater part of his life on Beginis. Dan, who frequently vis-
ited the island for short stays, was born and reared on Valentia, where over the vears he helped his
parents run a Post Office, fished a half-decker, ran a taxi business and served as an RNLI volunteer
crewman. Perhaps though, it is as a highly proficient boat operator, who in partnership with his son
Donal, have been taking visitors to the Skellig Islands for over thirty years, that Dan has become
widely known.

The latest developments on the offshore islands

reported by Rhoda Twombly,

Secretary Comhdhail Oiledn na hEireann,

the Islands’ Federation.

Heading for Arranmore

to Learn More About

Internet for the Islands

Hello from a storm battered Inishlyre, my home island

in Clew Bay as I write these notes in late February,

The cheerful tete-a-tetes and daffodils
now sadly bow their heads, burned by the
harsh, salty wind. Worde, our pontoon is
threatening to separate from the pier, cut-
ting off our point of access. We are not the
only Island to have problems with piers and
pontoons: the damaging weather over the
past months have left their mark.

For the first time in years the Comhdhail
AGM will be held in Donegal on Arran-
more. We are really looking forward to the
event, scheduled for the weekend of the 3rd
— 4th of April. The theme of the meeting
will be Connectivity and the sustainability
of Islands. As Arranmore is deeply involved
with the work of broadband provider Three
in designing a package of cyber-solutions
for a range of Island challenges, it is of
great value to explore the possibilities
created by high-grade internet provision.
And, as the AGM is over a weekend,
Islanders from along the coast will have a
better chance of travelling up to Arranmore
for what is traditionally a great opportunity
for old friends to catch-up, mixed in with
Island business, music, dancing and in
general good craic.

Before the General Election, Comhdhail
Oiledin na hEireann asked candidates of all
parties, especially those from constituencies
that contain Islands as well as relevant pol-
iticians running for re-election to sign up to
the Pledge of Support for Ireland’s Offshore
Islands. Comhdhail sought support from
candidates and their party in creating and/
or supporting Government Policies that en-
courage and strengthen sustainability of our
Islands. Some of the areas being stressed
in the Pledge are the creation of offshore
Islands policies and lobbying for positive
incentives to encourage companies and
individuals to create jobs and sustainable
employment. This would include prioritis-
ing and promoting remote work.

Achill oyster boats taking shelter at Roigh Pier, Rockfleet before Storm Jorge -

Photo by Philomena O'Toole

following storms and more storms.

The pledge also seeks support for
improvement of transport systems and
infrastructure, the creation of a bespoke
education and schools system suitable to
the needs of Islanders, strengthening of the
special recognition in the common Fish-
eries Policy for small offshore Islands as
well as the recognition of the challenges of
offshore Island farmers. Other aspects listed
as vital to offshore Island sustainability are
healthcare, child and eldercare, housing and
reduction of the cost of living on Islands,
estimated as a third higher than living on
the mainland.

There has been a show of support for the
pledge with several candidates signing up
to the document. Comhdhail will follow up
with all successful candidates with a view
to discussing a detailed action plan for the
offshore Islands.

Finally, the Islands office of the De-
partment of Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht, is in the middle of their public
consultation process. Officials from the
Islands section of the Department have trav-
elled to some of our islands to consult with
Islanders on how residents see the future of
their islands and express their ideas on the
way forward. The sea conditions have not
always co-operated, and some visits had to
be cancelled but we are assured new dates
will be set for those cancelled so that all
offshore Islands will have their say.

There have been mixed but general-
ly positive reviews of the consultations
held. While important issues were raised
the over-riding fear is that action won’t be
taken on recommendations. It is thought,
however, that this is a constructive start
that, taken along with the work of the
Interdepartmental Committee on Islands,
will form a plan of action for our off-shore
Islands.

So for now it’s slan from the Islands!
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ENGINE FOR SALE: Wartsila Poyaud UD25V12M3D.
55,000 hours. 850hp. New Waterpump. New Injectors. New
Turbo. Selection of Oil Filters. Auxiliary Engine. 2nd En-
gine for Spare Parts Included in this Sale.
Price: Open to Offers
Contact - Michael Mobile: 0877652284,
Email: theseagull@eircom.net (02)
SPECIAL OFFER: Cod and Pollack Nets 4 1/2” x 4 3/4”
x 60 MD and 45 MD. Tangle Nets 10 1/2 x 10 1/2 With
or Without Walls. Plaice and Sole Nets Rigged. Shrimp and
Crab Pots. Polysteel Rope. Mackerel Nets and Traces of
Hooks. Longlines Ready to Fish. Cray Nets Mono and Multi
Mono, Tangle Nets, All Sizes, Rigged or Sheets. Keenest
Prices. Multi-Mono Salmon Type Nets 45 MD, 200 Yards.
Tel: 086-8600739. (02)

Man Available to Rig Turbot Nets, Cray Nets, Gill Nets.
Tel: 087-2483606. (1)
FOR SALE: 131 Refrigerated Transit Van. Good Condition,
Good Tyres, Tested Till March. 10 Boxes Floor. Also For
Sale Mackerel Nets Mounted Ready to Shoot. Gill Nets 3/4
Mile, 45 Mesh. Also Some 30 Mesh. Good Second Hand Pot
Rope 14mm. 10 Wire Pots, Top Entry.

Also For Sale 13ft Fibreglass Punt, Perfect Condition. Also
111t in Need of Repair.

Tel: 087-2399944. (01}

FOR SALE: 100 Prawn Pots at €10 per Pot.
Tel: 087-9343943. (03)

WANTED: Mixed Fishing Boxes Wanted.
Tel: 087-6299372. (03)

M

Useless
unless worn

| am your Lifejacket.
When we are on the water,
| will make you feel safe.
And when we are in the water.
| will keep you alive.

| will stop you from panicking.
| will keep you afloat.

Even in rough weather.

Even if you are unconscious,

| will support and protect you
until help arrives.

All this | will do for you

if you do one thing for me.
Please. put me on.
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e: info@last.ie w: www.last.ie

Looking for an all year round supply

Transport arranged andrjn\'hem inlreland, Seofland, Wales
& LK. Top prices paid & immediate payment.

LIVE
SHELLFISH
WANTED

o Shrimp « Lobster

o Prawns o Cray Fish

o Winkles e Brown Crab
o Spider Crab « Velvet Crab

Good Prices & Prompt Payment
Weekly Nationwide Collections

For More Information Contact
Cathal King on 00 353 87 744 9905
Cleggan, Co. Galway
atlanticmarineseafoods@gmail.com
www.kingsofconnemara.com

Marine Times Newspaper
Classified Section

Sell Your Boat, Fishing Gear, Tonnage, Etc
with the Marine Times Newspaper

Our Classified Adverts Reach Your Market
So, Place an Advert Today FOR FREE*

Simply fill in the form attached and post it to:
Editor, Marine Times Newspaper

Cranny Road, Inver, Co. Donegal Fg4 WC67
or email: editor@marinetimes.ie

Advert Sent by msin i b G e

Address:

Email / Contact No.:

* Please note that this free offer is for classified ad-
verts only and we have a limited amount of space so
please do send your advert before our next deadline
date of Friday 2oth March 2020.

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

Word No’s.

€0)

(6)

(a1

(16)

(21)

(26)

(36)

(41)

(46)

(51)

(Please ensure to include Tel. No.)
Use additional paper if necessary
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FOR SALE: 16ft Fibreglass Boat. Fully Rebuilt to Highest
Standards. Snipe Trailer. 9.9HP Yamaha Engine. In Excellent
Condition. Price: €2,250.

Tel: 086-8313278. (03)

; e e

FOR SALE: Fastworker 6m Built by Costelloe Boats for Com-
mercial Use. Powered 2012 90HP Mariner Optimax Serviced.
Electronics Include EPIRB, VHF, Nav Lights, Deck Lights.
Galvanised Road Trailer Included.

Tel: 086-1657196. (02)

“EQA%A'

GUARD DOG

Boat. Used for
Work on a Fish Farm. LOA: 8m. BOA: 2.7m. Draft: 1m.
Engine: 120HP Naturally Aspirated Sabre Marinised 6 Cylinder
Ford Dover Industrial Engine Close Coupled to a Twin Disc
Hydraulic Reversing Gearbox. Gross Tonnage: 7 tons. Builder:

Cheverton 26ft 1984. Propellor 3 Blade. Hydraulic Steering
with Emergency Tiller Arm. Price: €8,000 O.N.O.
Tel: 074-9737871. (n

¥ e :
FOR SALE: Jacqueline Ann. 10.64m, 3.4m Beam. Wood-
en Build Larch on Oak. Engine: Perkins 6354. Gearbox:
PRM402. Both Perfect Condition. All Hydraulics Are There
But No Hauler. Electronics: Sounder, GPS & VHF.
Tel: 087-6187164 (Cork). (12)

FOR SALE: Storebro 34 Workboat. Volvo TAMDG60B’s (@
235hp each. Max Speed 22kts, Cruise 14kts. 15 x 7.5" Flush
Aft Deck. Hydraulic Drop Down Transom. 1.5t Hiab. Spen-
cer Carter Hauler. PTO Hydraulics and Electro Hydraulics.
Two Side Scan Sonars. Lower Cargo Hold. Dive Ladder.
Nice Accommodation. Construction Drawings, Etc. Can Be
Sold With or Without Passenger License. Price: €55,000.

Contact: 087 6578353 for more info. (Galway) (12)

FOR SALE: 31ft Decked Fishing Boat. Ford Engine. Borg
Warner Gearbox. COP Oct - Will Pass Again No Problem.
Price: €3,000.

Tel: 087-2345861. (10

FOR SALE: 26ft Boat Larch on Oak. S6HP 3 Cylinder Per-
kins. Pot Hauler. Stainless Shaft and Tank. Radio. 3 Years
Code of Practice. Price: €4,000.

Tel: 087-6724621. (1

FOR SALE: 7m Gerry Smyth Boat 2012. 85HP Perkins 127
Stainless Hydroslave. Radar, Sounder, Plotter, VHF, Auto-
pilot. Very Clean Boat.

Tel: 086-6775009 (Skerries). (03)

FORSALE:‘Laura Lena’
17.14m Steel Gillnetter.

Just Re-Engined.

For Sale With or Without
Licence.

All Nets - Gill and Tangle
Nets Included.

Usual Electronics

Owner Retiring.

Finance May be Avail-
able for Suitable Client.

(Castletownbere).
Tel:086-2364761. .

 LAURALENA
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OR SALE: 211t Ferry/Passenger Boat. P2 Licence for 12
Passengers. Console, Steering, 15HP Outboard. All Safety
Gear, Trailer. Turn Key, Ready to Go. New Licence for 2
Years. Price: €20,000.

Contact Gearoid: 086-3413667. (03)

FOR SALE: Vanguard 760/830 Ribs. Ideal for Diving /
Passenger / Sea Safari. Available with P1, 2, 3, 6 Licence.

Boats to Order.

Call Gearoid: 086-3413667. (03)

FOR SALE: Orkney Fastliner 19ft. 50HP Yamaha Four
Stroke. 4HP Auxilary Four Stroke. VHF Plotter Sounder.
Pot Hauler and Power Pack. 2 Fuel Tanks, Anchor, Life
Jackets, Roller Coaster Trailer. 10ft Punt and Trailer also
Boat Cover. Boat and Equipment in Very Good Condition.
Price: €11,000

Contact: 087-2736750. (03)
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INSURANCE FRENCH SHRIMP
“Looking after the Insurance needs of P OTS F 0 R S AL E

Fishermen at Home and at Sea”
Why buy imitation when you
can have the original

French Shrimp Pot
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Marine Insurance Specialists

We can arrange cover for all types of commercial craft including
Potting & Netting Boats
Work & Charter Boats *» Passenger Boats
Crew Liability - Boat Yards « Employers Liability

For quotations call 091 773601
or email conor@aquabroker.ie

+ Marine * Life Group * Pension *
* Permanent Health = Mortgage Protection
+ Group Personal Accident «

Aquabroker Ltd., 7 Kilkerrin Park 4, Tuam Road, Galway.
Tel. 00 353 91 773601 Fax. 00 353 91 773603
www.aquabroker.ie

Aquabroker Ltd. t/a Aquabroker is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

AQUABROKER

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

boatyards

YOUR BEST CHOICE IN IRELAND

CORK
DOCKYARD

Dry Docking - Ship repair - Conversions

Dock Capacity up to 164m
Berthing for any Size of Ship
Suitable for fishing vessels

Rushbrooke, Cobh, Co. Cork, Ireland
Tel: 021-4811831 Fax: 021-4811595

(International Code +00-353)

Fitzgerald Marine Ltd.
Tel. 0214712582

Builders of GRP Fishing, Work,
Passenger Boats 16 - 43ft

gearoid@fitzgeraldmarine.com
www fitzgeraldmarine.com

fire safety

A\ i C Gallagher Marine

C. Gallagher Marine Ltd.
Killybegs, Ireland

- Caterpillar Dealer -
Maintenance, Refurbishment,
Engine & Part Sales

Castrol Agents
Supplier of all types of
Marine Lubrication Oils

Crane & Forklift Hire

Nationwide Delivery

Tel: 074 9731237
con@congallaghermarine.com
www.congallaghermarine.com

Standard Fire
Safety Ltd.

Carrigaline, Cork - 021 4373031

Gregg Walsh, EngTech, GIFireE.
086 2535840
Adam Walsh, BEng Marine.
086 0892466

www.standardfire.ie
Email: standardfire@eircom.net
www.facebook.com/standardfiresafety

RliGL

LR Approved - DNV-GL Approved

Your Next Customer €Could
Be Found Right Here

Marine Times Newspaper
Services Guide

Advertise in this space for €30 per Issue
or Avail of our Special Offer €300 per Year

C€ontact: 074 9736899
E: editor@marinetimes.ie

# Please note prices quoted exclude VAT

solicitors / legal

L.F.O. CO-OPERATIVE SERVICES LTD
Lo Tel: 01-2986236

EE_'_') M: 087-2595898

E: ifoservices@gmail.com

IFQ Co-Operative Services Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

D&D INSURANCES LTD

Block 3, Nutgrove Office Park,
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

For all your Marine
Insurance Needs

Tel: 01-2051405
Fax: 01-2051357
Email: info@ddinsurances.ie

www.ddinsurances.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

in Ireland.
“Fishes twice as much,
lasts twice as long!”
Tel: (091) 572157

@gd)\czys cSo[z‘cz’fors

MARITIME LAW

DERMOT F. CONWAY B. COMM, B.C.1.
40 YERRS EXPERIENCE IN FISHERIES LAW

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS
MARITIME MORTGAGES - COLLISIONS AT SEA
TRANSFERS OF QUOTA / VESSELS

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/1
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

CONTACT US AT: 0214901000
Fax Number: 0214905624
Dermot F. Conway Mobile 087 6793478

MCM

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited

Hull & Machinery « Crew Liability
Personal Accident * Full All Risks Cover
Marine Cargo * Charter Vessels

We can provide highly competitive
quotations along with a prompt claims
service. We access both Marine Mutual
and Lloyds Markets.

Contact us at 096 72977
or Fax 096 73165

For a Free Written Quotation

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited is regulated
by the Central Bank of Ireland
and by the UK FC for conduct of business rules

Philip Doherty Pots
Lobster / Crab Velvet /
Shrimp Pots For Sale

Plastic Coated Frames in 8mm & 10mm
Steel in all sizes. Pots can be supplied
Frames only or ready to fish.

- Also In Stock -

Pot Netting, Twine, Bait Bags and
Eye Netting, Head Buoys, Pot Rubber,
Pot Ropes, Spinners, Knives,

Pot Hooks, Bungee Cord Etc.

Next Day Courier Service Available
For All Small Items

Tel: 074 - 9370164
Mobile: 086 - 8727268

PRICE THE REST

BUY THE BEST

Gill Nets All Types Rigged or Sheets
Crab and Shrimp Pots - Net Op. Spares
Aquaculture Supplies

Delivered anywhere

www.frankiebyrne.ie
Burtonport, Co. Donegal, Ireland

Tel: 074 9542124
Fax: 074 9542252
M: 086 8600739

- Cavanagh
«Hooper, Dolan

All classes of
marine and

general insurance
Cavanagh

« Hooper Dolan

Insurances Ltd.

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan
Insurances Ltd.
Associate Offices: Letterkenny and Sligo
Tel: Letterkenny 074 9177500

and Sligo 071 9144333
Mobile: 086 2504826
Email: info@chd.ie
Website: www.chd.ie

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated
by the Central Bank of Ireland

TRISKEL
MARINE

European supplier of

MARINE GRADE WIRE

PVC Coated Mesh - Galvanised (after welding)

Ideal for fishing and aquaculture purposes.

We supply full rolls, cut panels, clips and
hog-rings with hand tools. We fabricate pots,
cages and other items to buyer’s specifications
using marine grade aluminium and stainless
steel fasteners. Also available - Traditional boat
tar and pitch, nylon spinners, plastic hooks,
shock cord, etc.

Contact John at Cleggan, Co. Galway
Tel: 095 44664 M: 086 2374819
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Cullen Fellow Developing Methods
to Map Ireland’s Seaweed Species

Tom Rossiter is a PhD student at the National University of Ireland, Gal-
way (NUI Galway) and a Marine Institute funded Cullen Fellow. His research,
entitled ‘An Integrated Approach towards Seaweed Resource Assessment’
aims to develop methods to map the distribution and the total quantity of two
seaweed species in pilot study areas in Ireland.

One of these species is the common
brown seaweed (Ascophyllum nodosum)
found in the intertidal zone, the rocky area
where the ocean meets the land between
high and low tides.

“Seaweeds in the intertidal zone may
look quite similar, especially in terms of
colour. By using a drone equipped with
a special type of camera, a hyperspectral
sensor, we are able to view the areas of the
electromagnetic spectrum that can’t be seen
by the human eye or a normal camera. This
allows us to identify subtle colour changes
between the different species of seaweed.
Using a computer programme, seaweed can
then be identified when looking at images
produced by the drone,” Tom explains.

Tom is also using acoustic sensors
mounted on research vessels to map kelp,
the brown seaweed species commonly
found around the coast of Ireland.

“By measuring how long it takes sounds
to travel from the sensor to the seabed, we
can map water depth. As the seabed is hard,
it strongly reflects sounds and provides a
clear image. Kelp will often appear as noise

above the clear image of the seabed. By
tuning the frequency of our acoustic sensor,
we can focus on this noise which enables
us to further understand the height and area
covered by kelp,” Tom said.

Tom’s research is being undertaken as
part of the INFOMAR Programme. INFO-
MAR is jointly managed by the Marine
Institute and Geological Survey Ireland and
funded by the Department of Communi-
cations, Climate Action and Environment.
INFOMAR surveys Ireland’s unmapped
marine territory and is also creating a range
of integrated mapping products of the phys-
ical, chemical and biological features of the
seabed.

Tom is working in a space where estab-
lished mapping techniques have not yet
been developed. He says his research will
provide data to support informed deci-
sion-making about how to assess envi-
ronmental impacts and manage Ireland’s
seaweed resource in the future.

“With increasing awareness of the value
of seaweed, both ecologically and econom-
ically, it is imperative that effective man-

Ag Méadu Eolas Muiri
Ag Solathair Seirbhisi Mara

Building Ocean Knowledge
Delivering Ocean Services

s

Tom Rossiter with drone at the Marine Institute.

agement decisions are made to ensure the
sustainability of this resource. Potentially
the methodologies that are being developed
could be scaled up to allow for the mapping
of larger areas and to provide the data that
decision makers require.”

Tom says one of the many benefits of the
Cullen Fellowship programme is being a
part of the INFOMAR team and engaging
in activities outside of his PhD. “Whilst
also being integrated into the university
setting, | have been involved in science
outreach activities, and have had the oppor-
tunity to work in different areas, including
surveys on the RV Celtic Voyager. Being
part of a group of like-minded researchers
has also created a valuable support network,
as well as many scientific discussions.”

Tom’s research supervisors are Thomas
Furey, Marine Institute / INFOMAR, Dr
Dagmar B. Stengel Botany and Plant Sci-

JI—

ence at NUI Galway, and Dr Tim McCarthy,
Maynooth University.

The Marine Institute funded Cullen
Fellowship programme builds marine
research capacity and capability by
equipping graduates with the skills and
expertise in raising awareness about
our ocean, as well as Ireland’s rich
marine biodiversity and ecosystems. The
programme has provided grant aid to the
value of €2.06 million supporting twenty-
four PhDs and three MSc students over the
last five years. The research addresses a
number of the 15 research themes identified
in the National Marine Research &
Innovation Strategy 2017-2021.

This project (Grant-Aid Agreement No.
CF/15/02) is carried out with the support of
the Marine Institute and funded under the
Marine Research Programme by the Irish
Government.

Explorers Super Girl Seren Flavin (6) from Scoil Shéamais Noafa, Barna, gives Cli-
mate Change a POW! The Explorers Education Programme has recently launched
an Ocean Super Hero creative writing and pop art competition for primary schools.
Funded by the Marine Institute and supported by Camden Education Trust and the
Galway Education Centre the national competition provides a great opportunity
for children to come up with creative solutions to climate change and its effects on
the ocean. Check out www.explorers.ie for more information.




PAGE 32 » Marine Times Newspaper - March 2020 Visit www.marinetimes.ie for Regular News Updates

v . 3 - g -~ P ’
.;‘ ‘-t - - -’f
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Eel Fishermen to Intensify

Campaign for Restoration
of Fishery

Eel Fishermen are to intensify their campaign to re-open the fishery.

A statement from them says that
“following the results from the General
Election, after discussions, eel fishermen
are to lobby the incoming government on
the future of the eel fishery.”

They have outlined a number of points
they will be raising, which include see-
ing the Eel Hardship payment as “interim
compensation”

. Review of the decision to close the
eel fishery

. Re-opening the fishery in areas
where eel stocks are above conservation
limits

° A “single boat payment system for
small operators.”

They are also calling for “urgent action”
to be taken on what they allege to be
“impacts on eel stocks from ESB turbines
on the River Shannon; expansion of the
dairy industry resulting in an increase in

Maybe It’s Time to Reset the Compass??

slurry and chemical fertilisers usage in river
valleys and lakelands.”

The eel fishermen also want recogni-
tion of their heritage and “our right to our
cultural identity.”

They suggest that there could be a suc-
cessful development of artisan Irish sustain-
able smoked eel as a commercial product.

The fishermen have repeated their call
for a “restructuring of Inland Fisheries
Ireland to include a voice of commercial
fishers™ and say that there should be “recog-
nition of active fishermen as being import-
ant stakeholders and holders of traditional
knowledge.”

They have called for an “Independent
judicial review of the eel hardship package
in light of the Nigel Mott judgement in the-
Supreme Court in the UK and the European
Court of Human Rights.”

“Since our last edition we have had an Election which may
or may not give us a ‘New Minister’ who I suspect will ap-
proach the job with a mistaken confidence that he can make

things better. They all do but when we look back at our last 4 or

5 Ministers can we say that things have improved? All the new
Ministers thought they were in Charge - God help them!”

Art Kavanagh - Read more on Page 2

~Unit18 Cessna Avenue , Airp

T. 051 306017

| & MARINE ENGINEERING

Engineering Facilities

6 acre secure site _

20 mins from Dunmore East Quay
Access to Syncrolift at:Dunmore East
17,500 sq foot fully equipped warkshop
Welders , fabricators,

mechanics, engineers and
well equipped stores, on site,

Engineering Services

Laser shaft alignment $ervices

Vessel Supply

Engine & Gearbox repairs & overhauls
New:Engines supply and installation
services

E: sales@chpm.ie

Engineering Services

Marine Engines

Pumps and Impellers

Gearboxes

Commercial Fishing Equipment
Marine Qil, Lubricants & Greases

ort Business Park , Waterford
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